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Publisher’s Preface

We thank Hashem for bringing us to this day. In His great mercy and kindness,
He has brought us to this point, as we are now zocheh to take another project in
this series to completion. We were previously zocheh to publish a large and
thorough collection of halachos pertaining to the lofty days of Yomim Noraim,
Chanuka & Purim, Pesach, and now we are zocheh again to complete a publication,
this time about the commonly encountered and relevant halachos during the days
of bein hazmanim and summer vacation. Our tefilla and hope is that this time, as
well, we should be zocheh for this compilation to be received lovingly by those
who sit in the beis medrash and yearn to know the word of Hashem in the form of
halacha.

Bein Hazmanim, Vacation Times
Regarding the custom to go on vacation at the end of the summer – a time

referred to in the Torah and yeshiva world as “bein hazmanim” – much ink has
been spilled on the topic of this practice. Sefarim and authors have written at length
on the matter, both in support and in opposition. Some previous gedolei hador tried
to act to immediately discard this custom, or at least limit and minimize it.
However, we see with our own eyes today how this custom has spread throughout
the halls of Torah and yirah in Eretz Yisroel and in Chutz l’Aretz, particularly at
the end of the summer, a time people designate to go out and relax a bit from the
toil of Torah and to draw in renewed energy for the upcoming new zman.
We also see that earlier gedolim and tzaddikim traveled to distant places to spend

a few days or weeks in rejuvenating places to gather revitalized strength for their
holy avoda. This teaches us that this topic requires prudence, in the manner
described in the posuk בם“ יכשלו ופושעים בם ילכו ”צדיקים (“Tzaddikim walk in
them, and sinners stumble in them”).
Look in the Medrash Shmuel (cited in the sefer Yosef Ometz, p. 60), regarding

the Mishna in Avos מי"ד) (פ"ב which says שמים“ לשם יהיו מעשיך ”וכל (“All your
actions should be l’sheim Shomayim”).
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This is what Dovid HaMelech ע"ה said מ"ה) קי"ט ,(תהלים
דרשתי“ פקדיך כי ברחבה ”ואתהלכה – meaning, to stroll in an open
place, “For I sought Your commandments,” and my mind was too
weak to learn. Therefore, I walk and stroll. That is why it does
not say ברחבה“ ”,ואהלך but rather ”ואתהלכה“ – from the התפעל
form – which indicates strolling. It is in this vein that the posuk
says ו') ג' (משלי אורחותיך“ יישר והוא דעהו דרכיך ”.בכל The intent
is that [Shlomo HaMelech] is speaking to man and saying,
“Know Him in all your actions and paths,” meaning, your
intention should be l’sheim Shomayim.

The days of bein hazmanim must be in the spirit of Chazal’s statement ברכות) גמ'
ע"א ח' (דף that “All HaKadosh Boruch Hu has in His world are the four amos of
Halacha.” This statement does not only refer to the times when people are basking
in Hashem’s shade, sitting in the beis medrash, and engaging in learning within the
four amos of Halacha and Aggada. Even when people leave the beis medrash and
travel to distant places to explore Hashem’s world in order to experience and see
the world’s wonders and miracles throughout nature and wildlife, there is all the
more obligation to give attention and care to meticulousness in maintaining the four
amos of halacha.

Halachos Pertaining to Vacation Time
We have been zocheh, over a long time, to steadily remain within the walls of

the beis medrash and to be infused with the special light that comes from delving
into the holy Torah, both in learning practical matters and in learning Aggada and
the discussions of the Gemara. However, the days of bein hazmanim are different.
It is a time when we roam, sometimes even to far-flung places, far from any
settlement, and we are more likely to suddenly encounter halachic shailos that come
up from time to time, both in practical, day-to-day halachos and in complex
halachos that arise due to the time and the place and are not relevant in our daily
lives.
Thus, we saw it fit to gather and compile a large collection of halachos

commonly encountered during bein hazmanim, taken from the brimming archives
of the Chukai Chaim sheets which have been admiringly received in the beis
medrash each and every week.
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Learning Torah
The posuk says ח') א', ,(יהושע ולילה“ יומם בו ”והגית (“You shall contemplate

[Torah] day and night”). Indeed, every night at Maariv we say יומם“ נהגה ובהם
”,ולילה and we plead לעולמים“ ממנו תסיר אל ”ואהבתך (“Do not remove Your love
from us forever”). Truthfully, we must reflect on the custom that has spread among
those who uphold Torah and sit in the beis medrash to go out and relax during bein
hazmanim, while we are commanded to be involved in Torah learning morning and
evening, at every time and hour.
The Rambam writes ה"ג) דעות :(פ"ג

Even when one sleeps, if he sleeps for the mind, so that his mind
will be rested, and he rests his body so that he will not get sick
and be unable to serve Hashem while he is sick, it turns out that
his sleep is an avoda to Hashem.

We see from his words that when one needs to rest a bit, the rest itself is also
considered avodas Hashem.
The Shulchan Aruch also paskens as follows ס"א) רל"א סי' :(או"ח

The Chachamim say, “All your actions should be l’sheim
Shomayim.” Even non-mitzva matters and all your physical needs
should all be to serve the Creator. One who conducts himself this
way serves Hashem constantly.

The Chofetz Chaim in the Mishna Berura סק"ה) (שם also cites from the Chayei
Adam:

I have seen scrupulous people who say before eating, “I hereby
wish to eat and drink so that I will be healthy and strong for
avodas Hashem.”

In light of this, it is appropriate for us to habituate ourselves to repeat before
engaging in vacation and mental relaxation that all our involvement and activities
in connection with this are being done to strengthen our bodies and minds so that
our hearts are free afterward to engage in Torah and mitzvos amid physical and
spiritual health, as described in the posuk כח“ יחליפו ה' ”וקווי (“Those who hope
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to Hashem will have renewed strength”). With this intent, everything is considered
part of avodas Hashem, as explained above.
In fact, we can add another shade of meaning based on the Rambam’s comment

ה"ד) ת"ת (פ"ג about a mitzva that cannot be done by anyone else. He writes, “He
should do the mitzva and return to his learning.” At first glance, this needs
explanation – why did he need to add, “and return to his learning”? It seems the
explanation is that this is a precondition: i.e., only if one eventually returns to his
learning is it considered as though he learned the whole time he was forced to
engage in the mitzva. However, if he does not subsequently return to his learning,
we find out retroactively that he was not truly forced, and it is considered bitul
Torah. It is the same thing with our topic. If, immediately after one is free from
being busy with trips and vacations, he indeed returns to his learning – especially
when bein hazmanim draws to a close and learning sedarim return to their regular
course – then, when he returns to the beis medrash with a passion and renewed
vigor, all that time is considered for him part and parcel of his involvement in
learning Torah.

בדרך ובלכתך
An additional benefit we saw in publishing this compilation is found in the very

form of the booklet we brought to the printing press. It has a light format and is
convenient to be taken along at any time, even when leaving to traipse through
deserts and mountains – as well as when going out to stroll with it in gardens,
orchards [פרד"ס] of Torah, and the “sea of the Talmud”, literally and
metaphorically, – meant to make it accessible, so that people can know the path
they should go on and the deeds they should do. It simultaneously has the ability
to inspire conversations of talmidei chachamim on halachic topics, bringing about
the fulfillment of the mitzvas asei בדרך“ ”,ובלכתך which is a part of the mitzva of
learning Torah. As the posuk says ו) ג, ,(משלי דעהו“ דרכיך ”בכל (“Know Him in
all your ways”).

Our Toil, Our Children
Another point to be raised concerns a common custom during vacation time. In

many families, it is common for the parents or older family members not to feel
the need to go out and relax as is customary. On the other hand, their sons and
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daughters utilize the days to go out, vacation, and go on trips with their friends,
which sometimes spells trouble due to the common pitfalls in various vacation
spots, whether in matters of kedusha and shemiras einayim or in matters of levity
and lack of restraint, which the Chachamim are not pleased with. When they are
far from their parents’ eyes, it is very hard to track the negative influences likely
to come about as a result of these trips.
It would be good if parents, despite their disinterest in going out on a vacation

or trip, they would take this step purely for the benefit of their offspring’s chinuch.
This way, they will be able to ensure everything is conducted in the spirit of the
Torah and kedusha, and they will be zocheh to more contented hours marked by
achdus of the entire family at uplifting times of relaxation and wholesome physical
activity, all in order to be able to serve Hashem with joy and abundant goodness.
Their zechus will stand for them to bring about generations of upstanding, blessed
offspring. As mentioned, pausing Torah learning can itself sustain Torah learning.
As we conclude, we spread our hands to Shomayim with the plea that just as we

were zocheh until this point to learn, teach, and give guidance in the word of
Hashem in the form of practical Halacha, so too may He always give us the zechus
to constantly promote the keeping of Halacha and to emerge from the sugya with
the practical Halacha; may no obstacle or pitfall come from us; may we always be
zocheh to bask in abundant, holy nachas from our sons and daughters; and may
Hashem protect our going and coming for life and peace, especially in these trying
times – trying, meaning Hashem is trying to give us messages and callings of
Teshuvah, until we will soon be zocheh that Hashem will gather our exiles from
the four corners of the earth with the arrival of Moshiach, אמן בימינו .במהרה

With the bracha that
“Those who hope to Hashem will have renewed strength – they

will grow a wing like eagles”
Erev Rosh Chodesh Av, 5784

The Chukai Chaim Administration
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Chapter 1

Excursions and leisure activities

Brachos on Seas and Mountains
Seas, Rivers
1. Upon seeing seas, rivers, mountains, hills, or deserts, one should say, ברוך“

בראשית מעשה עושה אמ"ה ד' ”אתה ס"א) רכ"ח או"ח .(שו"ע This is only if one has
not seen them within the past 30 days סק"ב) .(מ"ב

2. Thus, on all seas that have existed since Creation, one says, עושה“
בראשית ”.מעשה

3. If one saw one of these sights, left without saying a brachah, and sees
them again before 30 days have passed, it could be he can no longer say
the brachah במקום) ד"ה ס"א רי"ח סי' .(ביה"ל

4. On the Mediterranean Sea, the Mechaber holds one should say, בא"ה“
הגדול הים עושה ”,אמ"ה or in the past tense, הגדול“ הים את ”שעשה וא"ר) .(מג"א
However, many Acharonim maintain that one should only say מעשה“ עושה
”בראשית סק"ב) .(מ"ב

5. On the oceans, [the Atlantic or Pacific], all poskim agree that one
should say הגדול“ הים ”עושה or הגדול“ הים את ”,שעשה since they encompass
most of the world שם) .(מ"ב

6. On the Kinneret, one should say, בראשית“ מעשה ”עושה הליכות) וקציעה, מור
הכ"ז פכ"ג .(שלמה
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7. Although the Dead Sea is one of the geographic wonders of the world,
it is unclear if it gets a brachah so one should not say בראשית“ מעשה ”.עושה
The reason for this is because it is apparent from Chazal י"ד) בראשית רש"י עי'
השידים עמק (עה"פ that the Dead Sea did not exist since Creation; rather,
channels of water flowed to the area, resulting in the Dead Sea שבה"ל) שו"ת
מ"ז סי' .(ח"ט

Mountains, Waterfalls
8. The brachah בראשית“ מעשה ”עושה is also said on extraordinary mountains

and hills that reflect the might of their Creator ג') רכ"ח .(שו"ע This is
subjective: it all depends if a person is moved, based on how accustomed
he is to seeing such mountains.

9. One can say a brachah on the towering Alps ס"ב) פמ"ו ח"ב לציון אור ,(שו"ת as
well as on the mountains that surround Hungary נמוקי) רכ"ח, סי' הטהור שלחן
ער"ב סי' .(או"ח

10. Regarding the mountains next to Bad Ragaz, Switzerland, my rebbi the
Kenei Bosem told the Toldos Avraham Yitzchok Rebbe shlit”a that the
brachah can be said ט"ז) הוראה ח"א הוראה .(היכל

11. The leading rabbanim say a brachah on the Niagara Falls, as it is clear
that they have been around since Creation and remain unchanged by
human intervention כ"ו) הערה פי"ד בנסוע .(ויהי

Going to a Pool or Beach
Devarim Shebikdushah
12. In a swimming pool, one may say devarim shebikdushah. Even if the

water is heated, it does not have the status of a bathhouse since it is not
heated so much that it produces steam and haze. Also, people do not
bathe unclothed in a pool הכ"ח) פנ"ג ישראל .(אשי

13. A changing room on a beach where people get undressed and dressed
does not have the status of a bathhouse even if people also shower there
in cold water. Thus, when there is no one unclothed present, one may
say devarim shebikdushah there הכ"ז) פנ"ג ישראל .(אשי

14. Strictly speaking one may say a brachah wearing only a bathing suit
and a head covering even if his chest is bare ס"ו) ע"ד .(שו"ע Nonetheless,
the Mishnah Berurah writes סקכ"ד) (שם that lechatchilah it is improper
to do this.
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15. One may speak words of Torah in a bathing suit בתרא) בחי' הובא שיינברג (הגרח"פ
and doing so fulfills the mitzvah of בדרך“ ”,ובלכתך but his head must be
covered סקי"ב) ב' סי' .(מ"ב

Davening on a Beach
16. Mincha. One must lechatchilah daven Minchah before going to the

beach after midday since going to a beach or pool is one of the activities
that may not be started before davening Minchah, just like going to a
bathhouse ס"ב) רל"ה או"ח .(שו"ע This is to prevent a person from lingering
and not davening on time.

17. At beaches [in Eretz Yisroel, at separate beaches approved by rabbanim],
there are often Minchah minyanim close to shekiyah. Even so, it is better
to daven earlier since these minyanim fulfill several halachos in a bedieved
fashion, as will be explained.

18. In appropriate clothing. Based on the posuk, ישראל“ אלקיך לקראת ”,הכון
Chazal derive that when davening, one must act as if he were standing
and speaking in awe before a king י.) .(שבת Thus, one must be dressed
respectably. A ben Torah and yerei Shomayim especially must make sure
to always daven with a hat and jacket ח"ד) תשוה"נ ושו"ת ס', סי' ח"א יציב דברי שו"ת
כ"ו .(סי'

19. Lechatchilah a person’s heart must be covered when davening צ"א) שו"ע
.(ס"א The Mishnah Berurah (סק"ב) adds that this is true for the entire body.
Thus, lechatchilah one should not daven in shorts or short sleeves הגרש"ז,)
סט"ו פ"ב שלמה .(הליכות One may be meikel when necessary in a place where
people commonly wear such attire in public סק"ט) צ"א סי' החדש הקמח .(לקט

20. In a bedieved or oneis situation where one did not have anything to cover
himself with and he davened, he is yotzei as long as he covered his ervah
שם) .(שו"ע However, lechatchilah it is better not to daven at all in such a
situation צ"א) סי' .(ביאה"ל

21. Shailah: Is it better to daven with a minyan, wearing a bathing suit and
shirt, or by yourself later with a hat and jacket? Answer: The Gaavad of
Yerushalayim shlit”a answered that it is better to daven alone with a jacket
and hat.
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Brachah on Tzitzis
22. If one took off his tallis, he must make a new brachah when he puts it

back on, even if he was planning to put it back on immediately ח') סי' שו"ע
;(סי"ד some say one should not make a brachah if he was planning on
putting it back on שם) .(רמ"א The Biur Halachah (שם) wonders why people
do not make another brachah on their tzitzis after leaving the bathhouse;
he differentiates between a person staying for a long time versus a short
time. The Shulchan Aruch Harav וכ"ד) כ"ג ח' (סי' writes that “a long time” is
two or three hours. Accordingly, someone who stays at a beach without
wearing tzitzis for more than three hours should seemingly make another
brachah when he puts his tzitzis back on.

Hashavas Avieda
Aveidos at the beach
23. If one saw that someone’s coin or ring fell into the sand or dirt, he may

take it if he finds it, as the owner certainly gave up on finding it. Even
if he sees him bring a sieve to sift through the sand or dirt for the item,
the finder does not have to be concerned סי"ד) רס"ב חו"מ .(שו"ע The reason
is that sifting through the sand for an item does not show that a person
did not give up on it; he just thinks he might at least find someone else’s
סקכ"ט) שם .(סמ"ע

24. However, other items in the sand that appear to have been forgotten
there are not subject to the above heter. If one picks them up, he must
publicize them like any other aveida.

25. One may not hand over an aveida he finds to the lifeguard chair if the
lifeguard is not observant; that is considered negligence in safeguarding
the item סכ"ט) הגר"ז משו"ע .(מבואר One must put up a sign at the spot he found
the item.

Sun Glasses on Shabbos
Going Outside on Shabbos with Glasses
26. ‘Pince-nez’. Once, people wore pince-nez, which are similar to

modern-day glasses, except they were placed on the nose and did not
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have pieces that went around the ear. They fell off easily and were not
worn constantly; people put them on when they needed to. The poskim
wrote that they may not be worn outside without an eiruv out of concern
they may fall and be carried four amos in a reshus horabim סי') מ"ב אדם, חיי
סקמ"ד .(ש"א

27. Modern-day glasses. Nowadays that people wear glasses constantly and
they are held in place snugly over the ears and do not fall often, all the
poskim allow wearing them in a reshus horabim. This is the accepted
minhag ועוד) קי"ב סי' ח"ב מנח"י ק"ט, סי' ח"א מהדו"ג ומשיב שואל .(שו"ת

28. One should not wear his glasses on top of his head or on his forehead
in a reshus horabim. They should be worn in place over the nose and ears
so they do not fall off easily.

29. Some are machmir not to wear glasses outside on Shabbos if they do not
always wear them in general. The Chazon Ish was machmir for this
reason רל"ח) עמ' ח"ג רבינו .(ארחות If one always wears glasses, just he removes
them in the street during the week for shmiras einayim reasons, he is
considered as one who wears them constantly and may go outside
wearing them on Shabbos.

30. Reading glasses. One who only wears glasses when reading,
learning, looking something up in a sefer etc. may not wear them
in a reshus horabim, even if they are on tightly. Those who make
reading glasses gemachs in shuls in places without an eiruv are doing
a commendable service.

31. Sunglasses. One whose doctor instructed him to wear sunglasses to
prevent eye disease may wear them outside on Shabbos. Otherwise, one
should not wear them if there is no eiruv.

32. One who has prescription sunglasses that he wears regularly [in the
summer..] may go outside with them on Shabbos without concern that
he may remove them while outside.

Transition Lenses, reactor light
33. One may go outside with transition-lens/reactor light glasses on Shabbos

without any issue of tzovei’a since the glasses darken due to the nature
of the chemical on the lenses. Going out into the sun is not considered
an act of tzovei’a שני) חוט ס"ה, סי' ח"א אליהו מחזה שו"ת ה', אות כ"ג סי' ח"ד הלוי שבט שו"ת
סק"ו .(פי"ט
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Chapter 2

Traveling

Tefilas Haderech
Source
1. Torah. We find that Yaakov Avinu said Tefilas Haderech. The posuk

כ') כ"ח, (בראשית says, “Yaakov took a neder saying, ‘If Hashem will be with
me and guard me on this path I am going on…’”. We also find that when
Klal Yisroel traveled in the Midbar, they said the posuk ל"ה) י', (במדבר ויהי“
מפניך משנאיך וינסו איביך ויפצו ה' קומה משה ויאמר הארון ”.בנסוע The meforshim
explain that this was their Tefilas Haderech חזקוני) תוס', מבעלי זקנים .(דעת

2. Gemara. The Gemara says ע"ב) כ"ט דף ,(ברכות “When you set out to travel,
take leave from your Creator and [then] depart … This is Tefilas
Haderech.” Chazal also say ,(שם) “Anyone who sets out to travel must
daven Tefilas Haderech. What is Tefilas Haderech? וכו'‘ מלפניך רצון יהי
וכו' לשלום ותצעידנו לשלום ”’.שתוליכנו This is a mitzvah d’rabanan חמדה) ארץ .(ס'

Reasons for Tefilas Haderech
3. Protection. One of the reasons Chazal instituted Tefilas Haderech is

because travel involves danger, and the Satan accuses in dangerous
situations. Thus, one should ask Hashem to protect him from danger.

4. Travel diminishes. Additionally, travel diminishes a person’s money and
his name לך) לך פ' תחילת רש"י ה"ד, פ"ד ברכות ;(ירושלמי Chazal therefore instituted
a brachah to prevent these things from becoming diminished רבה) בראשית
ל"ט פרשה לך .(לך

Sample



Chapter 2-TravelingkChukai Chaim 11

Only When Traveling in a Dangerous Place?
5. Dangerous place. The Gemara says (שם) that when a person goes to a

truly dangerous place, i.e., one with a known danger of wild animals,
bandits, or the like, he is agitated and does not have the composure to
daven properly. Therefore, he cannot say Shemoneh Esrei or even the
abridged tefilah of Havineinu. Instead, he should say the following short
tefilah: אחד“ לכל שתתן אלקינו ה' מלפניך רצון יהי קצרה, ודעתם מרובין עמך צרכי
תפילה שומע ה' אתה ברוך מחסורה, די וגויה גויה ולכל פרנסתו כדי ”.ואחד When he
reaches town and calms down, he must say Shemoneh Esrei סי') או"ח שו"ע
ס"ג (ק"י if it is still within the zman סקי"ד) .(מ"ב

6. Place without danger. Although this short tefilah was instituted for
dangerous places, Tefilas Haderech was instituted even when traveling to
a place without any serious danger פ"ז) סי' בו .(כל While all travel involves
danger ה"ד) פ"ד ברכות ,(ירושלמי it is just a small aspect of danger and not a
specific, known danger. It is for this that Tefilas Haderech was instituted
מ"ח) סי' קריא"ש הל' ח"א זרוע .(אור

Types of Danger
7. Bandits, wild animals. According to the Gemara and the nusach of the

tefilah, Tefilas Haderech was instituted for dangers that can occur during
travel, e.g., bandits, wild animals, enemies, ambushes, etc. Some wonder
whether one can say this tefilah with Hashem’s Name today, when most
intercity roads are well-paved, have virtually no wild animals or bandits,
and are generally protected and safe סק"ג) ס"ז סי' .(קצוה"ש [See Issue 102, par.
54, where we pointed out that unfortunately, even today, we require
protection from some people who drive like wild animals גאב"ד) מרן כ"ק
.(ירושלים We also told the story about a person who asked Rav Matisyahu
Salomon שליט"א why we mention wild animals in Tefilas Haderech
nowadays, whereupon a bee entered the car and pestered the driver to
the point of a near disaster.]

8. Traffic accidents. Still, most poskim hold that even today one can and
should say the tefilah and brachah. The tefilah mentions רעות“ וחיות ”לסטים
because those were common in those days, but we also daven that
Hashem “lead us in peace…” and save us “from all types of misfortunes
that break forth and come to the world.” This includes all types of
dangers, e.g., traffic accidents, which are common today .ל"ע Thus, we do
not deviate from the text of the tefilah established by Chazal; we say the
tefilah the way it was always said ס"ב) עמ' ח"א רבינו .(ארחות
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9. Train, plane. For this reason, the minhag is to also say Tefilas Haderech
when traveling between cities by train or plane. Even though there are
no wild animals or bandits, sometimes there are accidents, ירחם ה' שו"ת)
קצ"ט סי' ח"א והנהגות תשובות או"ח, נימוקי ק"י, סי' השמטות לדוד תהלה ק"ג, סי' ח"ג קמא ומשיב שואל
החזו"א .(בשם

Travel Distance that Requires Tefilas Haderech
10. Parsah. The brachah is only said when traveling a parsah ס"ז) שם (שו"ע –

3.84 km נאה] [הגר"ח or 4.6 km [חזו"א] as there is little danger of wild
animals and bandits within a parsah of a city סק"ל) .(מ"ב

11. Shiur of distance. The brachah is said whether one travels by foot, car,
train, or boat; the shiur is a measure of distance, not of the time it takes
to travel a parsah סק"ל) .(מ"ב The shiur only starts after leaving the city of
departure’s “ibur,” i.e., just over 70 amos outside the city ס"ז) סי' השלחן קצות
סק"ד .(בדה"ש [Some Sephardim do not make the brachah on a trip that will
take less than the amount of time it takes to walk a parsah – 72 minutes
מ') סי' יו"ד ח"ב פעלים רב שו"ת מ', סי' יהודה זכרון .(שו"ת If they will be returning, the
time spent at the location and the return time are included in the 72
minutes. But Ashkenazim only measure the shiur by distance.]

12. In any case, if one knows he is in a dangerous area, he can say the brachah
even when traveling within a parsah סק"ל) .(מ"ב Thus, if one is passing
through a dangerous area, e.g., a neighborhood of rock-throwing Arabs
or other dangerous population, he can say the brachah even if the whole
trip is within a parsah.

When to Say Tefilas Haderech
13. Lechatchilah, Tefilas Haderech is only said after one is on the road שו"ע)

(שם and has left the city’s ibur, i.e., after passing all the city’s houses and
then an additional 70 amos plus a bit, but within the first parsah of travel
שם) .(רמ"א

14. Today. Nowadays that the primary danger of travel is traffic accidents
ל"ע (above, 8), not really bandits or wild animals, one can say Tefilas
Haderech as soon as he leaves the city on the highway since accidents
also happen within a parsah. One does not need to be worried and make
sure there are no longer houses around since the tefilah was primarily
instituted for intercity travel involving danger. Thus, even if there are
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some houses or small villages at the sides of the road, one can and should
say Tefilas Haderech if he has left the city and the general speed of travel
is higher, as the risks are greater שני) חוט כ"א, סי' ח"י הלוי שבט שו"ת מטשעבין, הגאון
שם והנהגות תשובות קמ"ז, עמ' ענינים קובץ .(ריבית

15. Forgot to say. If one forgot Tefilas Haderech at the beginning of the
trip, he can say it at any point until he gets within a parsah of his
destination city. Once he is within a parsah, he can say the tefilah without
the ending תפילה“] שומע ד' אתה [”ברוך שם) .(שו"ע

Common Trips
16. From Yerushalayim. When leaving Yerushalayim [on Highway 1], e.g.,

to Bnei Brak and beyond, Beit Shemesh, Ben Gurion Airport, Modiin
Illit, etc., one should say Tefilas Haderech, as these places are more than
a parsah away. It can be said when one is on the highway past Har
Hamenuchos, which is within a parsah. It does not matter if there are still
some houses at the side of the road since practically speaking, this is out
of the city and we need Hashem to protect us from the risk of accident
(above, 14).

17. One should certainly say Tefilas Haderech immediately upon leaving the
city when using roads closer to Arab neighborhoods [e.g., the 443 or the
highway to Yam Hamelach].

18. Cities near Yerushalayim. Even when traveling to cities near
Yerushalayim, Tefilas Haderech is said if the trip is at least a parsah
according to all poskim [4.6 km], e.g., to Telz-Stone, and certainly to
Maaleh Adumim, or Beitar Illit as the road passes Arab neighborhoods.

19. From Bnei Brak. When leaving Bnei Brak, one should say Tefilas
Haderech as soon as he is on the highway [the 4]. Even though there are
houses around, this is already outside the city and a place of potential risk
תשס"ג) חשון תורה מבקשי קובץ ועוד, עזרי אבי ובעל החזו"א נהגו .(כך

20. Highway within city. When driving on a highway within a city [e.g. the
Begin, which crosses through Jerusalem, or in a city like New York], even
though there is a risk of accident, since it is in the city, we do not innovate
or add onto what Chazal instituted. Thus, Tefilas Haderech is only said
when traveling outside a city.
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