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1179% 9IN?)  Reaching Across Yeshivos

In 1980, Rav Shlomo Zalman Friedman, currently rav of Kehal Zichron Elazar — Santov, was learning at Yeshivas
Be'er Shmuel. He wanted to visit Lakewood to experience it's atmosphere. Turning thought into action, Shlomo Zalman traveled to Lakewood
to spend Shabbos at the yeshiva, participating in all the Shabbos seudos.

On Motzei Shabbos, as he sat learning in the yeshiva's beis medrash, he felt someone’s eyes on him. Raising his head, he was astonished to find
none other than the Rosh Yeshiva himself, HaGaon Rav Shneur Kotler zt'], standing and observing him! He immediately rose out of respect.
The Rosh Yeshiva warmly extended his hand, greeted him with a hearty "Shalom Aleichem!" and proceeded to ask his name, where he studied,
and what masechta he was learning in his yeshiva. He then engaged the young bachur in a brief Torah discussion before warmly taking his leave.

The next morning, as soon as Shlomo Zalman returned to his yeshiva, the Rosh Yeshiva, HaGaon Rav Yekusiel Bittersfeld zt"], approached and
greeted him, exclaiming with a smile, "Ah! Our visitor from Lakewood!" Shlomo Zalman was astonished—how could Rav Bittersfeld possibly
know about his visit? He had returned late the previous night and hadn't told anyone about his trip. Rav Bittersfeld explained: "Last night, I
received a phone call from the Rosh Yeshiva of Lakewood, Rav Shneur Kotler, who called specifically to convey regards from 'our talmid' who
spent Shabbos in Lakewood and with whom he enjoyed speaking in learning..."
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