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Driving in Eretz Yisrael 

The gemara1 says  בארץ אמות  ארבע  המהלך  כל 

שהוא   לו  מובטח  הבאישראל  עולם  בן  , whoever walks four 

amos in Eretz Yisrael may rest assured that he 

will be a denizen of the next world.  R' Chaim 

Kanievsky was asked what about if you drive in 

a car? Is that also included in this gemara’s 

statement?  

 

 
1 Kesubos 111a.  
2 Kiddushin 33b. 

R' Chaim answered responded with a 

gemara in Kiddushin2 that says  דמי כמהלך   a ,רכוב 

person riding on an animal is regarded as if he 

was walking. So, in our case where one is 

driving, the statement of “whoever walks four 

amos in Eretz Yisrael…” also applies.   

************************************** 

Concealed Conception 

The Chida3 explains that because 

Avraham’s parents worshiped Avoda Zara, he 

had some impurity which would come out as 

Yishmael. That’s why he took Hagar and had 

3 Pnei Dovid, Lech Lecha, os 14.  
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Yishmael, as in doing so, he got rid of that 

impurity.  

 
It says  'ה נא עצרני  לו...הנה  ילדה  ושרי אשת אברהם לא 

 Sarai, Avram’s wife, had borne no ,מלדת...

children. She had an Egyptian maidservant 

whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said to 

Avram, see now Hashem has restrained me from 

bearing; consort, now, with my maidservant, 

perhaps I will be built up through her. And Avram 

listened to the voice of Sarai.4 Why does it say 

 which implies something was preventing עצרני

her? Seemingly she wasn’t able to give birth.  

 

The students of the Arizal and the Rema 

Mipano teach that all those years Avraham and 

Sarah were married and didn’t have children, 

they created souls of converts. 

This is what is meant in the words 

לו  ילדה   meaning to him ,לא 

(Avraham), Sarah didn’t give birth 

physically, but there were these 

souls of converts they created, 

albeit not physically. This is what 

is meant in הנה נא עצרני: really Sarah gave birth but 

it wasn’t a physical birth. There was a prevention 

in giving birth physically.  

 

With this we can explain ה מצרית ושמה ולה שפח

 she had an Egyptian maidservant whose ,הגר

name was Hagar, meaning Hagar can be 

understood as related to the word ger, convert 

( גרה ). Sarah thought geirim would come from her 

and in the merit of giving Hagar to Avraham, 

Sarah thought she herself would also have 

physical geirim come from her. But because of 

all the impurity of Hagar, הגר was turned around 

into גרה, which shares identical letters, and 

therefore Yishmael emerged from her, who is in 

the category of 5.מעלה גרה  

  

All the impurity of Avraham from his 

parents came out with Hagar and Yishmael. Now, 

when Avraham was 100 and Sarah 90 and their 

fire of life left them with their old age and they 

lived a life full of kedusha, then the holy Yitzchak 

emerged from them. This is what is meant in  לא

 meaning because of Avraham. That is to ,ילדה לו

say, he first needed to get rid of the impurity. 

Sarah didn’t give birth with him until he got rid 

of that impurity, by him first having Yishmael. 

This is the explanation in עצרני נא   meaning ,הנה 

because he had this impurity and therefore took 

Hagar and got rid of that impurity, and then  אולי

   .then I will get pregnant from holy seed ,אבנה

 

With this we can explain the reason that 

Sarah put an ayin hara in the first pregnancy of 

Hagar and she miscarried.6 This is because she 

knew with Ruach Hakodesh that the first 

pregnancy was bad from the intense impurity. 

She therefore intentionally caused the 

miscarriage. Then Hagar gave birth to Yishmael, 

who had good in him, and therefore did teshuva 

later in life.7 

************************************** 

Interfacing with the Infinite 

The gemara8 says that in this world the 

name of Hashem ה -ו-ה-י  is pronounced as if it were 

spelled י-אדנ . The name ה-ו-ה-י  represents Divine 

essence and transcendence. On the other 

hand, י  -אדנ , represents Hashem’s immanence, 

sovereignty, and how He manifests within this 

world. Their combination represents the 

unification of Divine transcendence and 

immanence, Heaven and Earth, or spiritual 

potential and earthly expression.  

  

Now, a malach is a messenger or 

intermediary between realms: From Hashem to 

people, or from the upper worlds to lower ones. 

Thus, a malach is the bridge or conduit through 

which the higher name ( ה-ו-ה-י ) is manifested in 

the lower world ( י-אדנ  ). It embodies the 

connection between the spiritual source and its 

revealed form.  

  

A malach is not just a being—it is a 

unification of these two names of Hashem, 

representing its Divine mission. Consequently, it 

comes as no surprise that the word מלאך has a 

gematria of 91, the same as Hashem’s name ה- י-

    9!(65) אדנ-י and (26) ו-ה
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4 Breishis 16:1,2.  
5 See Vayikra 11:3. There it refers to an animal chewing its 
cud.   
6 See Breishis 16:5, Rashi.  
7 Pnei Dovid, Lech Lecha, os 15.  
8 Pesachim 50a.  
9 R' Shimshon Miostripoliya teaches that the yam suf split via 

the use of the names of Hashem ה-ו- ה-י  and י-אדנ . He shows a 
fascinating allusion to this in the pasuk  רֵם אֶת־מַטְךָ וּנְטֵה אֶת־ ה הָּ וְאַתָּ

עֵהוּ  and you, lift up your staff and stretch out your ,יָּדְךָ עַל־הַיָּם וּבְקָּ

arm over the sea and split it (Shemos 14:16): If we lift ( הרם) 
the letters that comprise the word מטך, we get the letters  נ,י,ל 

(above a  מ which has  a gematria of 40 is 50 ,נ; above a 9 ,ט 
is 10 ,י; above a 20 ,כ is 30 ,ל). Next, we take the words   ונטה

ידך  those that (נטה) literally and go to the letters under את 

comprise ידך. We therefore get ט,ג,י (below a 10,י is 9 ,ט; under 
על   Next, we take the words .(10 ,י is 20 ,כ under ;3 ,ג  is  4 ,ד

 on) כ,נ  We then get .ים literally and go to the letters above הים 
top of 10 ,י is 20 ,כ; over 40 ,מ is 50 ,נ). If we now take the 

total sum of all these letters—נ,י,ל,ט,ג,י,כ,נ—we get 182. Now, 
the next word in the pasuk is ובקעהו, split it. So split the 

number 182 in half and we get 91. 91 is the collective 
gematria of ה -ו-ה- י  and י-אדנ !     


