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wishing maze/ tov to the Santov Rawv.
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The Kossover Rebbe, Zt”/

Excerpts from a hesped delivered by Harav Shlomo Zalman Friedman,
shlita. Rav, K’hal Zichron Elazar Santov, Lakewood, NJ

HAMODIA STAFF

The Last Tisch

On Sunday, Parashas Korach, 5784,
Klal Yisrael was grieved to learn of the
passing of my dear friend and relative,
the Kossover Rebbe, 2t "I. The Rebbe was
a beacon, a genuine “shraga hame’ir,”
i inating the path for tk ds of
people who followed his light. It is an
irreplaceable loss.

Eivel yachid asi lach; 1 grieve as an
individual as well. Aside for being rela-
tives, we grew up together in Boro Park,
on the same block. We were very close,
and because I didn’t have brothers, 1
always viewed him as my older brother.

The Rebbe, 2t"1, and his brother, ybl’c,
the Rebbe of Zalishchik, shlita, would
come play together in our house after
cheder. Likewise, I was a ben bayis in the
Rebbe’s parents’ home, because for many
years, my mother, a”h, worked managing
the clothing store owned by the Koss-
over Rebbetzin, a”h, the Rebbe’s mother.

‘We were not allowed to make a suk-
kah in the place where we lived, so every
year, my parents and I would eat the Suk-
kos meals with the Kossov-Zalishchiker
Rebbe, Harav Avraham Yehoshua Hes-
chel Hager, 2t”, the Rebbetzin, a’h, and
their two sons, the Rebbe, 2¢”7, and his
brother, the Zalishchiker Rebbe, shlita.

After his marriage, the Rebbe lived in
Eretz Yisrael for a short time, and then
returned to Boro Park, settling on our
block, a couple of houses away from us.
Throughout the years, we maintained
close ties. The Rebbe attended almost all
our family simchos. Even last year, 5783,
the Rebbe came to Lakewood to attend
the wedding of my daughter, dressed in
his Shabbos garb.

After the passing of my father, 2*7, my
mother, a”h, was not able to live alone.
She didn’t want to leave Boro Park, so
for a time, she lived in the home of the
Rebbe’s mother, the Kossover Rebbetz-
in, a”h, until she moved into our home in
Lakewood.

The Rebbe visited our home anumber
of times. When I moved into the house,
the Rebbe affixed the mezuzah to the
front door. He also left a great impres-
sion when he visited our Beis Medrash.
‘When we were building the mikveh, the
Rebbe came to inspect it and to study the
building plans. He also came to visit my
mother, a”h, while she lived with us.

Laa
s I

Zalman Friedman.
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The Kossover Rebbe, zt”/, at a tisch on Chol Hamoed Sukkos. Seated is, ybl"c, Harav Shlomo

The Kossover Rebbe in Lakewood last year (1) at the wedding of the daughter of Harav Shiomo
Zalman Friedman. The Rebbe dancing with Harav Friedman.

“MeiHashem mitzadei gever konanu,
From Hashem, a mighty man’s steps are
established” (Tehillim 37:23),and I spent
Shabbos Parashas Acharei Mos this
past year (5784) in Boro Park. Because I
hadn’t attended a tisch of the Kossover
Rebbe for along time, I decided to attend
on Friday night that week.

‘When I inquired, I was told that the
Rebbe would come in at about 11:30, and

the tisch would be very short, because of
his weak state. I came at the appointed
time, and the tzibbur waited nearly an
hour for the Rebbe to arrive.

He came in a wheelchair, but walked
into the Beis Medrash on his own feet. I
felt overcome with awe and trembling
when I saw how weak the Rebbe was; his
pure body was gaunt and shrunken.

When the Rebbe noticed me, he
smiled broadly and nodded vigorously

(before the Rebbe came, the gabba’im
told me that we could not greet him with
a handshake because of his condition).
The Rebbe seated me next to him, and
his brother, the Zalishchiker Rebbe, shi-
ita, was seated on the other side of the
Rebbe.

It was evident that the Rebbe was
exertinghimselftremendously. The tisch
lasted an hour and a half. The Rebbe was
burning like fire, and he motioned exten-
sively with his holy hands. He didn’t have
strength to sing, nor did he say Torah. He
didn’t have avoice, and had to indicate in
the siddur which niggunim to sing.

Among other things, the Rebbe
instructed us to sing a lot of the Yamim
Noram niggunim -- Chamol, Ein Kitzvah
and many others. We didn’t give I'chaim,
we didn’t pass by to say good Shabbos,
and the Rebbe did not distribute shiray-
im.
When the tisch ended, the Rebbe
again smiled at me broadly and nodded,
and then left the Beis Medrash.

‘Who would have dreamed then that
this would be the last tisch where we
would merit to see the Rebbe’s avodas
kodesh in this world? Who thought then
that the Rebbe’s broad smile and nod
were actually in farewell...

EEs

You Can Ignore Me

A few years ago, there was a child
who was not in a school and was sitting
at home. There was one institution that
I felt was very suited to this child, and
I worked with the administration to
accept the child, but I was unable to con-
vince them.

I reached out to the Kosover Rebbe
and asked if he could help get this child
into this institution, and the Rebbe said
to me, I've already been involved with
this mosad, and I am also not always
successful, but I'm going to try, bezras
Hashem.

The Rebbe contacted one of the mem-
bers of the hanhalah and asked him to
accept the child, but this person did not
accede to the request and declined to
accept the child. The Rebbe said to him,
“You can ignore me, but you can’t ignore
the Santover Rav!!”

The Rebbe worked tirelessly, and did
not rest until indeed, they accepted the
child!...



The Kossover Rebbe in Lakewood visiting Harav Shlomo Zalman
Friedman.

An Amazing Mofes of the
Kossover Rebbe, zt”l

My mechutan, Reb Chaim Meir Fish-
man, told me that when his son - my son-
in-law Reb Nosson Hersh - was learning
as a bachur in Eretz Yisrael, he wanted to
travel to Ukraine during bein hazmanim
with a group of bachurim.

His son called him and told him that
hewanted to make the trip, and remarked
that while they were in Ukraine, they
‘would travel from place to place in alight
plane. His father said to him: “You can go
to Ukraine, but I don’t give you permis-
sion to travel in that light plane.”

The son tried to argue with his father,
and told him that everyone used such
planes and there was no danger. But the
father told him that based on the current
situation, there was no way he could fly
in that plane. The son told his father: “If
my friends don’t travel on that plane,
then Iwon’t either.”

A few days later, when the son was
already in Ukraine, my mechutan’s
phone rang. He answered and heard the
voice of the Kossover Rebbe, who was in
Eretz Yisrael for the summer. The Rebbe
said to him: Today, I was at the tziyun of
the heilige Rama”k, and the heilige Ari
Hakadosh, 2y”a, and I had you and your
children in mind in my tefillos!”

My mechutan thanked the Rebbe and
hung up. He immediately began to won-
der: “What had justhappened? I've never
gotten such a phone call from the Rebbe,
and besides, I wasn’t mazkir myself
recently to the Rebbe, nor did I speak
with him recently. Why did the Rebbe
suddenly think of me?”

He was truly amazed, because this
‘was not at all the Rebbe’s style!

Ashort time later, my mechutan heard

the news thatalight plane with bachurim
on board had crashed in Ukraine, and
that all the bachurim had perished, lo
aleinu. He was overcome by fear, know-
ing that his son was supposed to be on
justsuch aplane, and his heart shattered.
But a short time after that, he received a
phone call from none other than his son...

“Tatty, I just want to calm you down,”
he said. “I'm sure you think I was on
that plane. Indeed, it’s the plane that my
friends and I were supposed to be on, but
we didn’t goin the end...”

My mechutan was extremely emo-
tional upon hearing that his son was
alive and well, and offered heartfelt
thanks to the Ribbono shel Olam. But at
the same time, he was gripped by fear,
remembering that just a few hours ear-
lier, the Kossover Rebbe had called him
and said he had mentioned him and his
sons in his tefillos...

He quickly called the Rebbe and
told him what had happened and then
exclaimed: “This is a maofes from the
Rebbe! A Baal Shem type of story!” But
the Rebbe laughed and waved off his
words.

My mechutan did not give up, and
didn’t let the Rebbe be evasive: “I want
the Rebbe to tell me, why did the Rebbe
call me?” And the Rebbe said to him, “T
will tell you the truth, I was at the Kosel,
and I met your son, and he told me that
he was traveling to Ukraine. Nu, in
today’s time, when a yeshivah bochur
travels to Ukraine, we need to have him
in mind in our tefillos!”

Incidentally, when I repeated this
story, one of the listeners remarked
that it was such an exceptional story,
it’s a shame it should not appear in a
Noam Siach (knowing that I don’t usu-
ally bring stories of mofsim there, only

Harav Shlomo Zalman Friedman at the shivah of the Kossover Rebbe.

things that we can learn from...)

I told him, “The greatest mofes is
that he merely heard that a bochur was
traveling to Ukraine, and he davened for
him; those kinds of mofsim I do bring in
the Noam Siach!”

o

He Doesn’t Give In

During the Rebbe’s illness, he once
had to travel to Germany for treat-
ment. When I heard that the Rebbe was
going, I gave him a package of Noam
Siach booklets to take along so he could
peruse them. I then added, “One doesn’t
always have to learn ‘Rav Shimon
Shkop’; one can also learn easier things
sometimes!”

Ilater repeated thisto one of the Reb-
be’s confidants, and when he heard this,
he laughed and said, ‘The Rebbe doesn’t
give in! In the most difficult situations,
he learns the most complex sugyos!”

o

I Also Have Such a Gabbai

‘WhenItraveled to Boro Park, I would
often put some Noam Siach issues into
his mailbox.

Once, while in Boro Park, I went
to the Rebbe’s house and put a Noam
Siach into the mailbox. Just then, the
door opened, and the Rebbe came out
towards me, and I said to him, “Now the
Rebbe knows who my gabbai is.” And
the Rebbe answered me, “I also have
such agabbai.”

This Is What It’s All About
In the early years, after he became
Kossover Rebbe, I was in Boro Park for

Simchas Torah, and I went to his tisch
for ne’ilas hachag. I saw that he con-
ducted a magnificent tisch, with a large
crowd. After the tisch, I went to visit his
mother, the Rebbetzin Malka (Malchi),
a”h, who was related to me. She lived in
the building of the Beis Medrash.

When I came back to the Beis
Medrash, 1 saw the Kossover Rebbe tak-
ing off his shtreimel and bekeshe, rolling
up his sleeves, and working to clean
‘what was left of the ne’ilas hachag tisch.
‘When the Rebbe saw me looking at him,
he chuckled and said in English, “This
is what it’s all about...”

*ohk

That’s When We Wake Up

The Kossover Rebbe once said some-
thing very piercing: When we say Ashrei
Yoshvei Veisecha, we say the praises of
Hashem, “Tov Hashem lakol v’racham-
av al kol maasav,” but we don’t make
much of a deal out of it. When it comes
to “Posei’ach es yadecha,”, when we're
talking about our own parnassah, that’s
‘when we wake up...”

ok

The Real ‘Successor’

‘When I came out of nichum aveilim
for the Kossover Rebbe, someone asked
me, “Nu, who is the real ‘successor’?”

I answered him, “Klal Yisrael!” If
each person will improve his deeds a
little bit, and each one will add a bit of
“Torah-avodah il ; dim.”
then perhaps we will all be able, togeth-
er, to fill the tremendous void...

These divrei zikoron were originally delivered
in Yiddish. They have been translated and
adapted by Hamodia staff:
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