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Reb Chaim Avraham Duber Levine- - The ‘Malach’:  

Rav Levine, whose Yahrtzeit was Shavuos, was 

born in Krislov, Russia to his father Reb Shneur 

Zalman who was a Chassid of the Tzemach Tzedek. 

At age 17 Reb Chaim Avraham joined the Kovono 

Kollel under Reb Yitzchok Elchonon Spector, even-

tually receiving Semicha from him. When Reb 

Chaim Avraham’s son Rephoel Zalman received a 

draft notice, they decided that they must leave 

Russia, emigrating to America. Reb Chaim Avraham 

became a Rav in the Nusach Ari Shul in the Bronx.  

Reb Chaim Avraham , besides being a tremendous Talmid Chacham, was 

known for his great Avodas Hashem, thereby acquiring the title “The 

Malach”. Here we bring our readers a few stories about  “The Malach”. 

The Malach fought tremendously against learning and speaking the 

Hebrew language. He would say, “Learning Ivrit B’Ivrit (the study of 

Chumash with Ivrit translation) rips out the Emuna from Yiddishe Kind-

er from the roots! He would say, “In days gone by, people would kill 

with a bow and arrow. Today they have much more sophisticated 

weapons which can kill  many people at once. So too, with Ivrit, it can 

take one school that teaches Ivrit that can destroy so many children, 

R”L. (Sefer Zichron Divrei Harav) 

Reb Chaim Avraham was approached by a Yeshiva for weaker boys, 

asking if they could hold a parlor meeting in his Shul. This Yeshiva was 

teaching the bochurim in Ivrit. Reb Chaim Avraham didn’t agree. They 

said, if the Yeshiva closes these boys will become “Gass-Yungen”/ 

Ganavim (street children/thieves). Reb Chaim Avraham said, “Better 

they should be Ganavim than to learn Ivrit.” They responded, “The 

Bochurim won’t be just thieves, they will become gangsters and mur-

derers.” Reb Chaim Avraham replied, “Better they should be murder-

ers than to learn Ivrit.” He explained, “A Rotzeiach can do Teshuva, 

but Ivrit is Minus and Apikorsus, about which it says, ‘Kol Bo’eha Lo 

Yeshuvun’ (all who enter it won’t return). 

To a girls’ school that wished to introduce the study of Hebrew he 

said, “Learning Hebrew is Yeihareig V’al Ya’avor”. 

Reb Avraham Zanvil Gertner was a Bochur in America in the year צ ”תר  - 

(eight years before the Second World War). He wanted to return to his 

homeland, Hungary. Reb Chaim Avraham told him that under no cir-

cumstances should he return to Hungary, it is a Makom Sakana. Av-

raham Zanvil looked at his Rebbe with wonder. Everything was per-

fectly calm in Europe. Reb Malach told him, “You see the situation as it 

is now. You can’t imagine what will be there. Your hair would stand on 

edge if you knew what is coming in Europe.” Avraham Zanvil asked, 
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Reb Yosef Yehuda Leib Bloch  
(Rosh Yeshivas Telshe):  

Reb Elya Meir, the son of Reb 

Yosef Yehuda Leib, writes in a let-

ter, “The blood of our father flows in our 

veins - the blood that was shed throughout 

his life for his war against the idol of Zionism!” 

Reb Schach: 

There was a period when the Israeli political scene was 

abuzz with talk about “Yerushalayim.” Various ideas were 

being thrown about and debated on how the Israeli govern-

ment should relate to the Arab population of Yerushalayim. 

Even frum people took interest in the discussion and the 

debate. 

At that time, Rav Beinush Finkel, zt”l, the Rosh Yeshiva of 

the Mir, was niftar. Rav Shach, zt”l was maspid. Here is some 

of what he said: 

“People are debating whether there 

should be Arabs in Yerushalayim or not. 

As for us, we don’t care if there are Arabs 

in Yerushalayim. It’s more important to 

us that the Jews in Yerushalayim should 

be Jews - real Yidden. Even if there 

wouldn’t be any Jews in Yerushalayim, 

we wouldn’t care... What is important is 

that we remain Klal Yisroel - it doesn’t matter where we live! 

For 2,000 years, we did not live in Eretz Yisroel - and Klal 

Yisroel survived. No one can take that away from us. Before 

the war, there were rich Jews - Jewish millionaires - and they 

lost everything overnight. But someone who learns Torah - 

no one in the world can take that away! 

We have to drill it in: Yidden who daven three times a day, 

and send their children to learn Torah: they are Klal Yisroel. 

Not this or that porek ol!” 

Alter from Slabodka 
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1. Public letter from Rav Aharon Feldman to R. Aharon Lichtenstein  

2. As noted in our previous materials, Rav Avigdor Miller in two of his books (Sing, You Righteous, Chap. 3, #48; Awake My Glory, page 104) asserts 
that Zionist leaders deliberately encourage anti-Semitism around the world to prod Jews into immigrating to Israel. 

3. R’ Efrayim Stern, Williamsburg, in a letter to Ginas Vrodim, a Satmar Torah journal, and republished in Emunah V’daas. 



 

The Chayei Adam: 

The Chayei Adam writes in his Tzava’a as 
follows: 
“Connecting with Reshoim and Apikor-
sim is a  and it  שרש פורה ראש ולענה
destroys the Emuna. Better one should 
encounter a lion and a bereaved bear 
than these. For these beasts only kill the 
body, whereas these kill and destroy his 
soul from his portion in Olam Haba.” 

כי ידיעת האמת מחזקת הנשמה ומרחקת ממנו היצר ודאי ואין דבר מחליש הנשמה בפני היצר כחסרון הידיעה ואם היתה ל דרך עץ חיים: ”רמח
 הידיעה רחבה ועומדת על לב בני האדם לא היו חוטאים מעולם אך לא היה אפי׳ היצר קרוב אליהם ושולט עליהם כמו שאינו שולט במלאכים.

QUESTION: What’s the proper Torah 

attitude to religious Zionism?  

ANSWER: Now when this question is put in 

such a form, I must always say I don’t know 

any proper Torah attitudes because I’m not 

an authority on Torah attitudes. But I’ll just 

tell you my attitude; that’s all I can tell you. 

Religious Zionism means you’re settling for 

50/50. You’re selling out partially. Because if 

you’re religious, that covers everything. The 

Torah, it has all the idealism in it. If a man 

has to hyphenate his Torah and say, “It’s 

nationalistic Torah,” so this man is selling 

out partly. It means that he comes to the 

Basel Conference in Switzerland (site of first 

Zionist Congress in 1897, where the World 

Zionist Organization was established) and he 

sits there and they bring up on the program 

under Herzl’s leadership that, “We are not 

going to make a religious nation, a religious 

state. We are independent of religion. We 

have nothing to do with religion.” So, let’s 

say the religious Zionist voted against it, but 

they are still in the organization. They still 

belong and show loyalty to an organization 

that says the Torah is not the national flag of 

the Jewish people. So, it means they’re set-

tling for less. We cannot consent to be in an 

organization which says 

you can be a Jew without 

the Torah. You cannot be a 

Jew without the Torah! 

There are no two ways 

about it. 

And therefore, there’s no 

question that anybody who 

belongs to such an organization has sold out 

part of his ideals. It doesn’t mean that he’s a 

rasha gamur. He can still have a certain 

amount of Yiras Shomayim and Torah, but 

there’s no question that this man is lacking 

some very important elements of true and 

genuine Judaism.  

(June 1978 ) 

Rav Avigdor Miller 

The Apter Rav said over in the name of 
Reb Boruch (the einekel of the Ba’al 
Shem Tov) explaining the Possuk in 
Tehillim  על כן לא נירא בהמיר ארץ )מ"ו, ג(

that before Moshiach will come we will 
have to learn this Possuk literally, ‘Even 
if the entire world will Shmad them-
selves R”L, I won’t be afraid. I will still 
believe that there is a Gu-tt on the 
world.’ 

(Sefer Eretz Hachaim) 

The Ba’al Shem Tov: 

The Ba’al Shem Tov said, “Just as on 
the side of Kedusha there are Tza-
dikim, Rabbonim, Shochtim, Chaza-
nim, Baalei Battim, Chassidim, 
Prushim, Hatzneia Leches, Yerei Sha-
mayim Baseiser U’Bigaloiy, so too 
(Parallel), on the side of Tuma’a there 
are all these וד"ל.  

(Sefer Zkan Beiso) 

“What will be here in America?” The Malach answered, “In the Zechus of the Tzedaka and Chessed that they do in America, they will be saved.” 

Avraham Zanvil asked, “Can I go to Eretz Yisroel?” The Malach responded, “They (the Zionists) want to build a Medina. It will be a Churban in 

Ruchniyus and in Gashmiyus.” He then ended off, “Even if they make a Medina, Moshiach will come here in America.”  

On another occasion, at the end of his life, the Malach was looking out the window, looking far ahead, and proclaimed, “…OY! What is going to 

happen soon in Europe… Eretz Yisroel too will be terrible, and America will suffer along.” Then, after a bit of thought he said, “No... America 

will be saved in the merit of the Tzedaka and Chessed which they do.” 

The Malach said, “Reb Chaim Brisker told me in the name of the Rogotchover Gaon that the נוצרים have a secret how to hold back the coming of 

Moshiach. That is by giving the Rishei Yisroel a rule in Eretz Yisroel.” (It is well known that certain  נוצרים had a big hand in pushing forth the 

Zionist agenda). 

When Reb Chaim Avraham was still in Europe he was a Rav in the city of Ilya. One day, a certain Rav came to the Shul and asked to speak. He 

began with a fiery drasha in Chizuk in Torah and Yiras Shomayim. He then turned to the importance of moving to Eretz Yisroel to build the 

Land. There was a simple Yid among the crowd, a farmer, by the name Efroyim Itche, who got up and announced to the Rav, “You can’t contin-

ue speaking!” This Rav continued on. Efroyim Itche got up and threw this speaker out of the Shul! People asked Efroyim Itche, “What was the 

problem? Did you even understand what this Rabbi said?” Efroyim Itche replied, “Actually, no. I didn’t understand. However usually when a 

Tzaddik speaks words of Torah it makes me feel good inside. This man was making me feel very uncomfortable.” When the Malach heard over 

this story he said, “Look at the Yiddishe feelings of a simple Yid. These are true Yiddishe feelings.” 
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