
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Shiurim of the Ichud B’chidud are available  
on Torah Anytime by R’ Yitzchok Aryeh Epstein 
This week’s Shiurim can be accessed at 
https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?v=372345 
https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?v=372352 
https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?v=372600 
 718-298-2077 press 9 372345#,  
or 9 372352# or 9 372600#.  
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Volume 26 Issue 26 
לעומר   ח"מ  

 דבר תורה 
ד'-במדבר ג' ב'. ..ואלה שמות בני אהרן נדב ואביהוא...וימת נדב ואביהוא לפני ד'...ויכהן אלעזר ואיתמר על פני   

 These  פסוקים are inconsistent in their דקדוק! We know that  נדב & אביהוא were two people. When they were נפטר, why does it say וימת, 
it should say וימותו? Also, when one lists 4 people, the word ‘and’ is only used between the 3rd & the 4th. So why is there a  'ו after  נדב connected 
to אביהוא? And finally, if אלעזר & איתמר are two people, why does it say ויכהן in the singular, it should say ויכהנו? 
 The 'כ"ד) -זוהר הקדוש (אחרי כ  says that נדב & אביהוא only died a physical death but their  נפש didn’t perish! How do we know? Because 
it says   ,אבות הלוים למשפחתם  ראשי  אלהואלעזר בן אהרן לקח לו מבנות פוטיאל לו לאשה ותלד לו את פינחס  means these, which sounds like אלה  .
there is more than one included here. So does the word ראשי! But we’re only discussing פינחס! Says the זוהר, we see from here that   & נדב
 !רבים is mentioned as a פינחס ,Therefore !פינחס  into נתגלגל  were אביהוא
 Therefore, says the זוהר, we understand why it says פינחס בן אלעזר בן אהרן הכהן. It really should have said just פינחס בן אלעזר הכהן, 
as we know already that אלעזר was the son of  אהרן?! And when the תורה talks about אלעזר, it says ולפני אלעזר הכהן without saying   ולפני אלעזר
since ,זוהר says the ,אלא  ?does it mention the grandfather’s name פינחס So why by .בן אהרן הכהן נדב      ,technically ,פינחס in נתגלגל were אביהוא  &
 !בן אהרן הכהן Therefore, it says by him !אהרן is a son of פינחס
 The זוהר continues, ר' אלעזר asked his father ר' שמעון בן יוחאי, but weren’t  נדב & אביהוא two people, so why weren’t they  נתגלגל in 
two separate people? Why did they land up together in ר' שמעון בר יוחאי ?פינחס answered his son, since they each were only a half of a  גוף as 
they never married a woman. One who never marries a woman is only a half of a  גוף, therefore the two halves converged into one person – 
 !פינחס
 Therefore, by  פינחס, it says אלה ראשי in the plural while in our  פסוק it says that נדב & אביהוא were נפטר in the singular! Now we can 
also understand why there is a  'ו in between  נדב & אביהוא as since each one was a half a body, so the two brothers together were one  גוף! 
Therefore we have a  'ו to connect the two halves! 
 In regard to the קשיא why it says ויכהן & not ויכהנו, the ראש ישיבה of הג"ר צבי רוטברג שליט"א  ,בית מאיר has a novel פשט! The רמב"ן asks 
why did the  תורה write  אלעזר & איתמר became כהנים while their father was alive, every כהן becomes a כהן while their father is still alive? So 
why is the תורה being מדגיש that אלעזר & איתמר became כהנים בחיי אביהם?  
 The רמב"ן answers that the כהונה that אלעזר & איתמר got wasn’t regular  כהונה, rather it was like כהונה גדולה! He brings a ראיה from 
the previous פסוק that says אלה שמות בני אהרן הכהנים המשוחים אשר מילא את ידם לכהן. He says that sinceאלעזר & איתמר    were נמשחים with oil, 
they were like כהנים גדולים & they got נמשח during their father’s lifetime! This not something that happened לדורות! This was special for   אלעזר

איתמרו ! 
 The  מדרש תנחומא says that even though אהרן הכהן was the כהן גדול during the years of the מדבר, but if אהרן got  אלעזר ,טמא his son 
became acting כהן גדול! If אלעזר also became טמא, then איתמר became the acting כהן גדול! Concurrently, the three did not serve as כהן גדול! 
Each one by himself, taking turns if one became  טמא, then the next in line took his place!  
 Therefore it says  ויכהן אלעזר ואיתמר על פני אהרן אביהם, which means כהונה גדולה & that’s why it says it in the singular, as only one was 
acting as a כהן גדול at a time! If they would have served as כהן גדול simultaneously, then it would have said ויכהנו in the plural! 

 פרשת במדבר  ON חידות

These חידות are intended only for people who feel they know   'במדברפ in their sleep so they have no need to learn it again! 
דרך ארץ   What would have been if they went .מדבר had to be given in the תורה says the מדרש  The ,וידבר ד' אל משה במדבר סיני .1

 ?פלשתים 
 ?השבת אבידה  of doing זכות merit the שבט דן Why did .דגל מחנה דן...לאחרונה יסעו לדגליהם .2
3. Who in this  פרשה was זוכה to a great  מתנה because of ותרנות? 
י' ד'בהעלתך  .4  tells us that when the trumpets sounded once, the נשיאים had to gather! When were the נשיאים gathered without 

trumpets? 
5. When, according to some פוסקים, is there a חיוב for a young boy to wear a silver necklace? 
6. Which שבט was NOT counted in this week’s  פרשה? 
7. Is the oldest boy in the family considered a בכור?                      ANSWERS                                                                                          

1. The 'מדרש במדבר רבה א' ז says that the תורה was given באש ובמים ובמדבר to teach us, מה אלו בחינם לכל באי העולם כך דברי תורה חינם הם! Another 
 פסוק He asked, how could the .קשיא s’חזון איש  answers the מדרש This !כל מי שאינו עושה עצמו כמדבר הפקר אינו יכול לקנות את החכמה והתורה is פשט
say that the reason  'ד made them go the roundabout way through the מדבר was פן ינחם העם בראותם מלחמה, didn’t הקב"ה tell  משה while he was 
still in מדין, that he will give the תורה to the Yidden on  הר סיני? They had to go to the מדבר anyway, to get the תורה, so going  תיםדרך פלש  wouldn’t 
help them in any way? Enfert der חזון איש, that without 'ד' ,'פן ינחם would have brought us to ארץ ישראל & afterwards, we would have all gone into 
the מדבר to הר סיני to get the תורה! Why? Let them get the תורה in ארץ ישראל? However, with our מדרש, we learn that getting the תורה in the מדבר 
was one of the קניני התורה! Therefore, even if they came straight to ארץ ישראל, they would have to go back to הר סיני in the מדבר to get the תורה! 



2. The תלמוד ירושלמי עירובין פ"ה ה"א says that since שבט דן was מרובה באוכלוסין, they travelled at the end & anyone that lost an item, they would find 
it & they would return it to the rightful owner as it says  מאסף לכל המחנות (see רש"י in בהעלתך י' כ"ה)! But what was their  זכות to be  מקיים this מצוה 
over any other  שבט? The :'גמ' קדושין ב says that 'ד created the world & He ordered that the man searches for his wife! The 'גמ compares it to the 
ה ט':סוט tells us in רש"י & ואיבה אשית בינך ובין האשה tells us פסוק The !אבידה searching for the בעל אבידה , “your (נחש) entire כוונה was that אדם 
should die & then you (נחש) can marry חוה! Now I (Hashem) will place a hatred between you & the woman! The נחש tried to make a פירוד between 
the אבידה & the  בעל אבידה, between אדם & חוה. Therefore, the תיקון of the נחש is יעקב אבינו  !השבת אבידה Bentched דן with דן  !יהי דן נחש עלי דרך 
is compared to a נחש! In fact, the במדבר ב' ז'  מדרש  tells us that on the flag of  שבט דן was a picture of a נחש! Hence, שבט דן was charged with   השבת
יעקב &  between פירוד There was some type of .ותקנא רחל באחותה...הבה לי בנים...ויחר אף יעקב ברחל ,say פסוקים Perhaps one can add, the !אבידה
הנה אמתי בלהה...ואבנה גם אנכי ממנה...ותאמר רחל דנני אלקים...על כן קראה  ,said & יעקב came to רחל .בעל האבידה the אבידה & between the ,רחל
 (ר' פנחס גרשון וואקסמאן שליט"א) !מדבר in the מצות השבת אבידה the מקיים to be זוכה was שבט Therefore, his !אבידה the מחזיר was דן !שמו דן

3. The חיד"א in his חומת אנך asks, in the beginning of the  פרשה the  פסוק says (א' י"ד) that the נשיא of שבט גד was  אליסף בן דעואל. Yet in פ"ב י"ד, it says 
 that זוכה was גד that פ' ויצא in בעלי התוס' from the ס' אמרי נועם says that he saw in חיד"א What was his name? The !ונשיא לבני גד אליסף בן רעואל
 & דן ,ראובן .so he got one מלך was the יהודה .there were 4 heads ,דגלים made the משה because when ארץ ישראל of חלק  was buried in his משה רבינו 
 that not משה רבינו he could have complained to & בכור too was a גד ,of their mothers so they too led their group. However בכור were all the אפרים 
only is he a בכור but  גד was born before דן, so he should get קדימה! But אליסף was quiet! He didn’t complain! He was מוותר! Therefore, the תורה 
changed his name from בן דעואל, his real name, to בן רעואל, to show that he was זוכה that אל-ריע , who was משה רבינו, would be buried in his חלק! 
Zugt der חיד"א that that is why the name change is by the  דגלים as that is where אליסף earned this  זכות! 

4. The פסוק says, ז"י'  א(  בשמות  נקבו  אשראת האנשים האלה    ואהרן  משה  ויקח( י" רש .  tells us בשמות  ,כאן  לו  –  נקבו  אשר . What is bothering י "רש ? The 
חכמים דברי  has a remarkable רש"י .פשט was bothered by the difference in the לשונות of the פסוק. When it talks about the עדה, it says הקהילו, which 

seems to indicate that they were summoned by the blowing of the חצוצרות, the trumpets. Yet when the  פסוק talks about the נשיאים, it uses a לשון 
of  ויקח, which seems to imply that they were gathered by calling their names. But if one looks in בהעלתך  פרשת  where it lays down the rules of 
blowing the חצוצרות, it says that if the חצוצרות were blown only once, then that was a calling for the נשיאים to gather. We see that the נשיאים were 
also gathered by trumpets, so why didn’t they use them here?? That is what י"רש  is telling us בשמות   ,כאן  לו , here they were called with their names. 
Until now no one knew who the נשיאים were, but now that Hashem told  משה their names, now it was public knowledge who they were, & now the 
שיאיםנ themselves knew that they were the נשיאים   & had the responsibility of a נשיא, & if they would hear just one sound of the trumpet, they 
would all gather. Therefore, only this time were they not called by the trumpets as no one would know who should come! 

5. The רמ"א in  ו"ט  ה"שיו"ד  tells us of the following case. When a firstborn boy is born, he must have a פדיון הבן. His father must pay the כהן five silver 
coins to redeem his בכור. If the father does not fulfill his חיוב, the son, upon reaching בר מצוה, must do the פדיון himself. The רמ"א says that only the 
father or the son can make the פדיון. He holds that the father cannot make a שליח (messenger) to perform the מצוה and בית דין cannot act as a שליח 
and perform the פדיון in the father's absence. Therefore, says the  רמ"א, if a firstborn baby's father dies before performing the פדיון הבן, no one else 
can do the פדיון until the boy reaches בר מצוה. To make sure that we don't forget, we take a silver necklace with words on it saying that this boy did 
not have a פדיון and place it on the child to be worn till his בר מצוה. The ש"ך disagrees. First of all, he holds that a שליח can be sent by the father to 
perform a  פדיון הבן and, therefore, בית דין can step in, in the absence of a father, and perform the פדיון. Furthermore, since it is possible that the 
words on the necklace would wear out and become unclear over a period of time, the ש"ך feels it is better for בית דין to perform the  פדיון when the 
baby is still young. Many פוסקים agree with the ש"ך concerning a שליח and say that a שליח can make the פדיון but the חת"ס says that it is better for 
the father to do it himself and not make a שליח since 'ד saved our בכורים by himself ( השליח  ולא  אני,  מלאך  ולא  אני ). When there is no father, many 
say that the silver necklace should be worn but the ערוך השלחן says that he thinks the מנהג is for  בית דין to perform the פדיון.   בסוף'  שה" סי ד"ביו עיין

ד"סקי  עד  ה"מסק  השולחן  ובערוך  ה"ורצ  ד"רצ  ג"רצ  ד"יו  סופר  חתם  ובתשובות  ח"סק  ך"ובש  ז"סקט  תשובה  ובפתחי  ז"סקי  א"הגר  ובביאור  א"סקי  ך"ובש  א"ברמ ר'  ).
 !(Levi מיכאל

6. Did I hear you thinking  שבט לוי? Of course they were counted! Just not together with בני ישראל! When the    תורה counts all the שבטים, it says  ,...לבני
נפתלישבט   yet by ,לבני...  , it just says בני נפתלי. Why?? The פנים יפות says that the first official counting was when they gave the שקלים for the משכן. 
There,  כלל ישראל was counted as a whole, & not by שבטים. Now, a half a year later, the count was exactly the same! So they knew that the total was 
603,550. As they added up the first 11 שבטים, they had a running total of 550,150. So they knew that נפתלי שבט  was 53,400 without actually counting 
their שקלים!! Therefore, it says בני נפתלי and not לבני נפתלי. However, this is not so simple. The first counting, in פרשת פקודי, included שבט לוי. Now, 
in the second counting, it excludes כלל ישראל .שבט לוי actually did grow in this half a year, as the החיים הקדוש אור  asks, how could it be that no one 
turned 20 during this half a year? רב משה Shternbuch  שליט"א says that this is to teach us that even when it looks, that כלל ישראל is missing out on 
the numbers of its army due to “ שבט לוי“ not being included, Hashem replenished its numbers to the exact amount as before! Actually, כלל ישראל 
did grow although not 22,000. (20+ years old was much less than 22,000, as that number is 30 days & older). If so, they were not able to “figure out 
רש"י   in פשט  says שפתי חכמים  s numbers by using math!! The‘שבט נפתלי in  פ' פקודי, that although  שבט לוי was counted the first time, they did not give 
יעקב   had more girls than boys! Even שבט נפתלי is because לבני נפתלי not & בני נפתלי ,שבט נפתלי  says that the reason it says by בעל הטורים The !!שקלים
נותןהלוחה שילה א ,foresaw this as he Bentched him אבינו , which spells אשה! Therefore, concludes the  הטורים בעל , in פ' פינחס, after many men were 
  !!בני ,שבטים it says by all the ,שבטים there were more women than men in many & נפטר

7. The בעל הטורים write on the פסוק of ואלה שמות בני אהרן הבכור|נדב ואביהוא אלעזר ואיתמר, the reason of the הפסק between הבכור & נדב is to tell us 
that the word בכור is not going on נדב, as since he was נפטר without children, there is no difference if he was a בכור or not! But rather, the word 
נשא פרשה ו'–מדרש במדבר רבה  The !משה to בכור He’s a !אהרן is going on בכור  says אבל בכורי הלוים שלא טעו בעגל ניתנה הכהונה לאהרן שהיה בכור! 
The רש"ש on the מדרש asks, wasn’t מרים older than אהרן by 3 years? The .'גמ' סנהדרין ז says that by the אהרן ,חטא העגל said on himself that he was 
a כהן ונביא! Fregt der מהרש"א, there was no 'כהונה' yet? He answers that אהרן was a בכור & the עבודה was done by the בכורים. Fregt der  מרגליות
 was not אהרן He answers that although ?עבודה was older than him by 3 years, so how could he have done the מרים  as בכור wasn’t even a אהרן ,הים
a פטר רחם, but in regard to עבודה, the גדול הבנים was considered a בכור! This is what the מדרש & the בעל הטורים mean! Since he was a בכור to 
בכור  דין he had a ,משה  in regard to עבודת הקרבנות! We find this concept in 3 areas. 1) By  יבום, where it says והיה הבכור & the 'גמ Darshans  מכאן
שו"ת חת"ס ח"ו כ"ט בית ) Kler אחרונים where the ,כיבוד אחיו הגדול By (2 !מה בכור בכורתו גרמה לו אף גדול גדולתו גרמה לו !!כבכור שמצוה בגדול לייבם
 even if he wasn’t the גדול שבבית מת we find that the ,מכת בכורות or also an older brother! 3) By בכור the דוקא is אחיך הגדול if (לחם יהודה יו"ד ר"מ ג'
 !עבודה  that was chosen for the אהרן as he was the oldest brother & therefore it was בכור was called the אהרן ,Here too !בכור

BE A PARTNER WITH THE    איחוד בחידוד  
If you have any comments or answers to the חידות or the דבר תורה, please fax them to 732-363-4947 or email me at ichudbchidud@gmail.com. If we receive a good answer from you, your name will be 

placed in a גורל for a trip to ארץ ישראל. If you would like the English or Hebrew איחוד בחידוד e-mailed to you at no charge, please send us a request at ichudbchidud@gmail.com !! 
 If you have a great חידה on a future  פרשה, you may submit it with the answer & we will try to include it in the paper.  
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