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"You shall take them on the first day..." (Varikra 23:40)

The pasuk instructs us to fulfill the
mitzvah of taking the four species - the
Etrog, lulav, hadasim, and aravot on
the first day of Sukkot, which occurs
on the fifteenth day of Tishrei.

The significance of the first day of
Sukkot
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The following question is found in
the Gemara (Tanchuma, Parashat
Emor 82:2): Why is Sukkot referred
to as "the first day?" Is it really the
first day of the month of Tishrei? It
is in actuality the fifteenth day of
Tishrei? The Torah could have said to
fulfill the mitzvah of taking the arbah
minim on the fifteenth day of Tishrei,
which would be consistent with the

Torah's style of describing the mitzvot
of the other holidays in which the date
of the holiday is mentioned. Why, then,
does the Torah refer to it as on "the
first day?"
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Rather, the Gemara answers that it
(the first day of Sukkot) is the first day
for the calculation of sin. During the
days between Yom Kippur and Sukkot,
one is not held accountable for his sins.
The "new year" for calculating one's
culpability for sins begins on the first
day of Sukkot.

Why are we not held accountable for
our sins until the holiday of Sukkot?
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We may suggest according to this
approach that when the heavenly,
Divine kindness is stirred, the
attribute of kindness itself defends
K'nesset Yisael, the Jewish people.
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What is the ‘"defense" or
justification?” That Hashem bears
our sins.

Hashem takes responsibility for the
sins of the Jewish people in three ways:
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ThismeansthatHashem'snameb-x,
which represents Divine kindness,
so to speak, independently bears
the sins of the Jewish people. This
is in accordance with the pasuk (Micha
7:18) that describes Hashem's thirteen
attributes of mercy. Of those thirteen
attributes, the first is m3 Y-xn (G-d,
who is like you?).
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Hashem declares, so to speak, "I
am responsible for the sins of the
Jewish people, for if not for their
troubles they would certainly fulfill
my will with sincerity."
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Hashem continues "If they would
have abundant income and not be
in need as they are currently, they
would certainly be more available
to fulfill my will."

P T2 TR0 NPR2 07 ma XY 9K
N1 TR NWUTPT X3 92R007 D91
nN%> DN DO DPRIRYN M KT

JWnn woin nivs Ty 'hY nwon

Hashem concludes in one last
defense of the people: "If they did
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not experience the concealment of
Hashem's providence such as this,
they would be able to gaze at the
glory of Hakadosh Baruch Hu and
would certainly desire and yearn
for Hashem until their souls are
consumed. If the Jewish people
would keenly sense Hashem and be
aware of Hashem's involvement in our
lives, they would not sin. Hashem,
therefore, takes the responsibility for
their transgressions since Hashem
hides His presence.
Kedushat Levi,

Hashana)

(See Sefer
Derasha for Rosh

During Sukkot the Divine kindness
and Hashem
responsibility for our sins

is stirred accepts
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Now, on the holiday of Sukkot
the Divine kindness is stirred, as
in the Kabbalistic
writings of the Arizal's student, Rav
Chaim Vital (Pri Eitz Chaim, Sha'ar
Chag HaSukkot 1). There, it is
explained that the name Y-X, which
represents the Divine kindness, so
to speak, bears the sins of Israel on
its own.

is mentioned
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This is the meaning of the pasuk
"you shall take for yourself on the
first day...":
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The Gemara asked why it is called
the first day when it is in fact the
fifteenth day of the month of Tishrei.
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The Gemara answered that it

is called the first day since this

expression alludes to the idea that

on this day of Sukkot (the 15th of

Tishrei) the Creator of all worlds

independently bears the sins of

Israel through the name 5-X, which
represents Divine kindness.
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This is alluded to in the word wx?
(first), which is the gematriya of the

words My H-X (G-d who bears sins).
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This refers to the idea that the
name Y-X bears the sins of K'nesset
Yisrael, so to speak.
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This is hinted to in the Gemara's
answer that the 15th of Tishrei, which
is the first day of Sukkot, is referred to
as the "first day" of the calculation
of sin since on this day the word
"sins" (Miy) is for >-x. This means
that the name Y-X bears the sins for
itself, so to speak. This represents
how Hashem accepts liability for the
misdeeds of the Jewish people.

Summary: The Bat Ayin explains an enigmatic statement of Chazal,
which suggests the idea that Hashem withdraws accountability for
sin from the Jewish people in the days that follow Yom Kippur,
culminating with Sukkot. Why should the Jewish people merit to be

free from sin during this time?

In the days that follow Yom Kippur and particularly on the first
day of Sukkot, Hashem's kindness is expressed and Hashem takes
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responsibility for the transgressions of the Jewish people in three
ways. First, Hashem declares that their failure to keep all of the
mitzvot can be attributed to the abundance of troubles and sources
of distress in life. Due to the strain of enduring such difficulty, the
Jewish people is unable to dedicate proper attention and energy to
fulfilling the mitzvot. Second, Hashem claims that their failure to
keep the mitzvot is a result of the tremendous strain involved in
earning one's livelihood. This financial burden certainly takes away
one's focus and strength that would otherwise be used for the
fulfillment of mitzvot.  Lastly, the "hester panim" (concealment of
Hashem's presence) makes the fulfillment of the mitzvot difficult.
When one feels abandoned because he does not perceive Hashem's
involvement in his life or feels great difficulty connecting to Hashem
because he doesn't perceive Hashem's presence in his life, it is
nearly impossible to earnestly fulfill the mitzvot. In each of these
three ways Hashem defends the Jewish people and declares that
they cannot be held accountable for their misdeeds.

On the first day of Sukkot, which is associated with Hashem's
name 7-X, the Divine Kindness is prevalent and Hashem defends
the Jewish people in the manner described above. This is alluded
to in the word [IUXY (the first), which is used by the Torah to
describe the holiday of Sukkot, and is the gematriya of 5-x
mny (G-d who bears sin). This means that on the first day of
Sukkot, Hashem removes the burden and liability of sin from us.
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