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“"And you shall say to them: Hear
Yisroel, today you are coming near to
the battle against your enemies; let
your heart not be faint; do not be afraid,
do not panic, and do not break down
before them.” Rashi says that even just
saying Krias Shema would make one
worthy of being victorious in battle. Why
is reciting Krias Shema such a great
Zechus - that it alone is enough to save
a person? We always Lain this Parshah
in the month of Elul - for there is a great
lesson for us to learn from this about
what the Avodah of the month of Elul is.
The following Divrei Torah will expound
on this topic and support the P’shat
offered in the closing paragraph.

M1 0MaT - 5:4 Y nmapnaT e
XIn YN wiTpn 79" - Rebbe Yitzchok says
that there are two things in the right
hand of Hakodosh Boruch Hu: naininjpTy
- righteousness and Torah. Tzedakah as
it says in Tehillim 48:11 “y1n' nx'm p1x”
- “Righteousness fills Your right hand.”
Torah as it says in Devorim 33:2 " nmm
mY? nT wx” - “From His right hand He
presented the fiery Torah to them.”
There are two things in His left hand:
|'Tn1 woan - the soul and judgment. The
Nefesh as it says in Iyov 12:10 ™ ima wwx
n 7> wo” - “That in His hand is the soul
of every living thing.” Din as it says,
“mpowna tnxnl” — “And My hand holds
onto justice.” (When it wants to let us
know the right hand - it explicitly says
the right hand - we learn from this that
whenever it says hand without
specifying, that means that it is the left
hand). Hakodosh Boruch Hu says: The
soul and judgment are placed in My
hand. Preserve the judgment and I will
preserve your souls. This is what the
words, “nnuiwinoiw” refer to — that one
should appoint judges and officers for
himself - so that Hakodosh Boruch Hu
will then preserve our souls.

“xmwn oy - Parshas Shoftim
5670 - Midrash Rabbah 5:4 - The
Midrash tells us about the things which
are in the right and left hands of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Gemara in
Menochos 36b tells us that whenever it
just speaks about Hakodosh Boruch
Hu’s hands, without defining which one,
it refers to the left hand. (Of course,
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Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not have
hands - it is Kevayachol - some
connection to it). What is the Midrash
teaching us here about the “right and
left” hand of Hakodosh Boruch Hu? It
says in Sotah 47a ™ nniT Z2xnw xnn 0717
nmpn mi” - “The left should always
push away, while the right should bring
closer.” Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the
world with these two Middos. The
Hisororos from above causes the heart
of the person to act with that Midah
which comes from above. On Rosh
Hashanah, which is a time of Din,
judgment, and the wicked are written
and sealed in the book of death, this
places within one’s heart to push away
the evil from himself. This is what it
means, “nniT 7xnw” - that one should
push away the evil so that najm m, the
right hand, the hand of Tzedakah and
Torah can bring one close. If one is
repulsed by evil and pushes it away,
then he is brought close from the
heavens.

It says in Shir Hashirim 2:6
“npann nm'owr? nnn Pknw” - “His left
hand was under my head, and His right
hand embraced me.” “7xnv” is speaking
about Rosh Hashanah, a time of pushing
away the evil, and “nn1” - the right is
speaking about Sukkos, when Hakodosh
Boruch Hu brings us close - He
embraces us. All of this is when one is
not very interconnected to evil, and one
can remove the evil from himself on his
own. However, if one is completely
entangled together with the evil, so
much so that he is unable to disentangle
himself, and that he is one with the evil,
then he is unable to remove the evil by
himself. Then Hakodosh Boruch Hu
utilizes the right hand before the left
hand, He brings the person close. He
gives him Nitzotzos of Kedusha, sparks
of Kedusha, to awaken him from his
slumber, and then through the right
hand bringing him close, he can then
push away the evil, utilize the left hand.
And then once the evil is removed from
him, to have the right hand bring him
close again - this time really bringing
him close and not just to remove the
evil. The Midrash says that Tzedakah is
in the right hand, which represents the
goodness which comes down from
above, similar to when a wealthy person
gives Tzedakah to the poor even though
the wealthy person is not really giving
the poor person the money - rather it is
coming from above. Similarly,

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives a person
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Ruchniyos and Gashmiyos from above.
Really, a mere mortal does not have any
real connection to the Torah Hakdosha,
like it says in Yevomos 105b - Was
Moshe fit to learn from the mouth of
Hakodosh Boruch Hu?

Rather we only have connection
to the Torah Hakdosha through a
Matanah, a gift. This is Tzedakah and
Torah in the right hand. The soul of a
person before coming down to this
world stood in the heavenly spheres and
was only pushed down to this world so
that it could remove the portion of evil
from the nmnan wo so that it can be
purified and be worthy of acquiring a
holy place above. (The “animal soul” is
one of the two souls of a Jew. It is the
soul that gives life to the physical body
and is the source of animalistic desires
as well as innate Jewish characteristics
such as kindness and compassion). This
is the nniT 7xnw, the left pushing away,
so that the naypn m:, the right can bring
close. Chazal tell us that the month of
2198 — is a Roshei Taivos for 1rm w77 X
7 — I am my beloved’s, and my beloved
is mine. The month of Elul are days of
great desire from Above, as Hashem
wants His nation Klal Yisroel. 1% ax
because "7 17 - it is because Hakodosh
Boruch Hu desires us. Rosh Hashana
comes, and nniT 'xnw, to remove the
evil; and then there is Sukkos, the |mn:
a1, to be together. Shabbos Kodesh is
a time when there is left and right
together. The Kedusha of Shabbos is so
great, that it is an overpowering m:,
right, which connects the person to
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, while at the same
time there is the "xnw, that because of
the Kedusha the person recognizes how
far he really is from Hakodosh Boruch
Hu. He must work to come closer to
Him.

"ya = 20:3 Y ynvu DaYN Nl
8,00 7y nnn'n% DIfn D DNX KW
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nanon” - “And you shall say to them:
Hear Yisroel, today you are coming near
to the battle against your enemies; let
your heart not be faint; do not be
afraid, do not panic, and do not break
down before them.” Even if there is no
Zechus, merit, in you except for Krias
Shema, the recitation of Shema, for that
alone you are worthy that He should
save you.
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Rashi says on this Posuk that even if one
only has the Zechus of Krias Shema,
that alone is enough to make the person
worthy of being saved. Rashi learns this
from the seemingly extra words of “ vnw
“nw” — as there really is no need for
this, for it is obvious that the Kohen is
addressing Klal Yisroel. That which the
Torah uses these words of "xw' yny, is
to teach us that if one recites ' ynw
- Krias Shema, that is enough to make
him worthy of being saved.

“Nmwn nw - 20:3 Y pax Nl
D>'X 7V nnN'7nY7 DI'A DAY DNX XY ynw”’
- “And you shall say to them: Hear
Yisroel, today you are coming near to
the battle against your enemies.” Rashi
says that the Zechus of Krias Shema
alone is enough to save Klal Yisroel in
battle. Why do we call Krias Shema
being Mekabel Ol Malchus Shomayim,
when isn‘t it all about attaching oneself
and loving Hakodosh Boruch Hu? Why is
that called an 71y, a yoke? The answer is
that while it is true we are supposed to
love Hashem and attach ourselves to
Him, nonetheless, when we do the
Mitzvos of the Torah, we are to do them
as an 7w, as a yoke, for He commanded
us to do so, as the Mishna in Avos says,
“a1x1 190 Jaix1 702" - nullify your desire
in front of the desire of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu. One is to nullify his own
desires, so that his sole purpose is to
follow the Ratzon, of Hashem. Achieving
this level of service to Hashem is a great
level.

The Chozeh from Lublin says
that when one Chas V’sholom has a
Tza'ar come upon him, and he goes in
front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and is
Mispalel, he should remove his own
personal pain, and he should be Mispalel
for the Shechinah. The Gemara in
Sanhedrin 46a tells us that when a Yid
has Tza'ar, so too the Shechinah has
that Tza'ar, the Shechinah shares that
Tza'ar along with you. If one Davens for
himself that the Tza’ar should be
removed from him, there are
Mekatragim, prosecutors, who block the
Tefilos from going to their intended
destination. However, if one is Mispalel
to remove the Tza’ar that the Shechinah
has in sharing in his individual Tza'ar,
then the Mekatragim are quiet and do
not attempt to block those Tefilos, for
they cannot say anything against the
Shechinah. This is the power of Krias
Shema that one can tap into, that one is
to nullify his own desires to the desires
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of Above - all is for the Ratzon Hashem.
This is what Chodesh Elul is about,
which comes before Tishrei. 178 comes
from a Loshon of 79x as it says in Iyov
13:4 - to nullify. One is to embed into
his thoughts that he should nullify his
own desires and make himself nothing
more than a vessel to follow the Ratzon
Hashem. This way, when Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Hakippurim come,
all of his Tefilos will be for the sake and
honor of Hashem. As we say in
Shemoneh Esrei during these holy days,
“prn 07X Jwn? — ovnn 1902 nfandl” - we
are asking for life for the sake of our
Living G-d - for the sake of Hakodosh
Boruch Hu, so that we can continue
serving Him and bring about great
Kovod Shomayim. Doing this will close
the mouths of all Mekatragim, and one’s
Tefilos will be answered.

“xmwn v - Parshas Shoftim
5676 - Devorim 16:18- " nwoivw
e D1 77 Imn oo’ = “You shall
appoint judges and officers in all of your
gates.” Chazal explain on this Posuk
that each and every person is to place
judges and officers on his gates, on the
gates to his heart. Rebbe Chaim Vital
says that the five senses that a person
has: seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting,
and feeling, are the five gates to the
heart of a person. All of these senses
connect to the heart. “nonuoiwi noow” -
judges and officers are also relevant to
each individual. The Shoftim, the
judges, this is the intellect of a person
which needs to judge and decide what is
the proper thing to do, what is the path
to Kedusha and what is not. Even if the
intellect judges upon something, it still
needs to be carried out, the heart must
overcome its desires and follow the
rulings of the intellect — and that is the
Shotrim, the officers who carry out the
directives. Shabbos Kodesh is a day of
great Kedusha. It is a day when one
does not need to work so hard on the
Shoftim part, on judging, for the
Kedusha of Shabbos illuminates the
hearts of Klal Yisroel, so that it is very
easy to discern the proper path. There
are three Seudos that one is to eat on
Shabbos; there is the extra Tefilah of
Musaf, and Krias HaTorah, which these
five correspond to the five senses of a
person - the five gates of the heart of a
person. The Kiddush that one recites is
inclusive of it all (including Havdalah -
as Chazal tell us, 11T Mo MMT

imx'¥a). It says in the Posuk 17:8 ™ x79'
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UK DIPNN 9 N1 D@l |ywa NN Mt
PN TN - VIf a matter of judgment
will be hidden from you, between blood
and blood, between verdict and verdict,
or between affliction and affliction,
matters of dispute in your cities - you
shall rise and ascend to the place that
Hashem, your G-d, shall choose.” The
Torah is telling you that you need to
figure out how to choose the proper
path. There are times that it is difficult
to navigate in this dark and scary world.
How does one navigate to the light? The
Torah tells us, “You shall rise to ascend
to the place that Hashem will choose.”
What place is that? The choice place in
this world is the Makom Hamikdash. The
choice time is Shabbos and Yom Tov.
Shabbos is a very holy day. One should
not Chas V’sholom allow even one
Shabbos to go by and one to be busy
with silliness and foolishness. One must
use Shabbos Kodesh to navigate this
world. Shabbos Kodesh is a day when
the light of Kedusha illuminates the
darkness in this world, so that one will
know how to navigate this world and
stay on the proper path of Avodas
Hashem.

Now we can understand what is
so great about reciting Shema, and
what the Avodah of the month of Elul is.
One is to recite Shema - to accept upon
himself Ol Malchus Shomayim. It is not
about thinking that it makes sense to
perform the Mitzvos, and which ones
make him feel good. Rather it is all
about being 77, nullifying oneself to the
Ratzon Hashem. One is supposed to
think about what does Hashem really
want from him, and that is what he is to
do. How does one know what Hashem
wants from us? The Chachamim tell us
how we are to live our lives - what
Hashem wants from us. To prepare for
the upcoming Yomim Nora‘im, one must
work on the month of 77 - nullifying
oneself. If one nullifies himself to the
desire of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then he
will be Zoche to be successful in
judgment. In the month of Elul one
needs to do true introspection about
life, and what it’s all about. Shabbos is
a day of great Kedusha - and we must
utilize it, especially during this crucial
month before the days of Awe, to seek
out Hashem, so that the proper path of
Avodas Hashem is illuminated for us.
May we be Zoche to use these special
days of the month of Elul properly, so
that we be Zoche to a Kesiva Vechasima
Tovah.
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