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Letters of Loftiness 

R' Simcha ben R' Gershon Hakohen1 

teaches that initially they were called Dovid and 

Yonasan. But after Dovid swore to Yonasan, 

Hashem’s name of ה-י  was added to their names. 

Dovid was given the yud making his name דויד 

and Yonasan had a hey added making it יהונתן.  

 

In this way we can explain   נפלאתה אהבתך לי

 your love was more wonderful to me 2,מאהבת נשים 

than the love of women: just like a man and 

woman who merits, the name of Hashem ה-י  is 

placed upon them,3 so too, Dovid and Yonasan 

merited and had added to their names Hashem’s 

ה-י .    

************************************** 

Enjoying this publication? Help spread it 

further. Feel free to print some copies of 

this publication and distribute them in 

your local neighborhood and shul(s) for 

the public, thereby having a hand in 

spreading Torah and changing the lives of 

others. 

**************************************

 

 
1 In his sefer Sheimos p 43a.  
2 Shmuel 2, 1:26.  
3 Sota 17a. The name of Hashem, י-ה, is found in the words 
 representing Hashem’s presence. If they do not ,אש ה and איש

merit, then Hashem withdraws His name from among them, 
leaving  אש and אש, where the marriage is consumed by the 
fires of domestic discord. 

mailto:yalt3285@gmail.com
mailto:parshadt28@gmail.com


 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

England's End, Israel's Friend 

The Jews were expelled from England by 

Edward I in the year 1290. More than 16,500 

Jews were forced to leave the country, and for 

 
4 He was given the name Manoel Dias Soerio when he was 
born. Born as a Marrano in Portugal, Menashe and his family 
escaped the Inquisition and moved to Amsterdam, where 
they returned to practicing Judaism publicly. For many Jews 

over three centuries, no Jewish community 

existed there.  

 

In 1655 the renowned Dutch rabbi and 

writer Menashe ben Israel4 (1604-1657) 

looking for freedom to practice Judaism openly, Amsterdam 
became a safe haven. Its liberal laws granted its Jewish 
inhabitants to freely engage in commerce, and many of the 
Jews there amassed affluence and power. In a short time, 



convinced Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Protector of 

England, to permit the Jews to return. Although 

Jews were allowed to resettle, they were not 

granted the right to become naturalized English 

citizens until 1753.  

 

Menashe believed that the ultimate 

redemption of the Jewish 

people could not arrive 

until the prophecies in 

sefer Devarim and 

Daniel—that the Jews 

would be exiled to the 

ends of the earth— had 

been fulfilled. By opening 

England to Jewish 

settlement, he felt he 

would help spread the Diaspora and thereby 

hasten the coming of Moshiach.  

 

Menashe convinced Cromwell that 

allowing Jews to return was important to the 

Christian religion. At the same time, Menashe 

hoped to provide a refuge for Jews fleeing the 

devastating Chmielnicki massacres.  

 

Once permission was granted for Jewish 

settlement, twenty Marrano families openly 

declared their Judaism. With a Sefer Torah sent 

from Amsterdam, they opened a shul on 

Creechurch Lane in London, laying the 

foundation for the reestablishment of Jewish life 

in England.  

 

Over the following centuries, England's 

Jewish community flourished. Its impact 

extended far beyond Britain's borders. In 1917, 

the Balfour Declaration, through which Great 

Britain agreed to help establish a Jewish 

homeland in Palestine, was a direct result of the 

influence of England's Jewish community. That 

declaration eventually led to the founding of the 

State of Israel.  

************************************** 

Soul Searching 

The kabbalists teach that the 

soul of Shlomo Hamelech was 

rooted in Moshe Rabbeinu. That was 

his source. Hillel Hazakein was 

rooted in Moshe’s soul as well. The 

Chida5 tells us an allusion in the 

name Moshe, as it serves as an 

acronym for ללהלמה, ששה, מ .  

  

R' Dovid Hanagid,6 grandson of the 

Rambam,7 shares an allusion where we see the 

connection of Hillel and Moshe. It says  ביום ויהי 

 it happened on the 8,הששי  לקטו  לחם  משנה  ש ני  העמר לאחד

sixth day that they gathered a double portion of 

food, two omers for each. The first letters of 

these words spell 9.הלל-משה  

 

We see a connection between Moshe and 

Hillel as both were highly distinguished in the 

trait of humility as Moshe was exceedingly 

humble10 and Hillel similarly had this trait as 

demonstrated in the episode, among others, 

where on Erev Shabbos Hillel humbly answered 

inconsequential questions from an obnoxious 

person.11   

 

R' Tzvi Hirsch of Liska12 adds that the 

reason Hillel was very careful in the 

trait of anger was because Moshe got 

angry a few times like the Midrash13 

says that Moshe got angry three 

times and the halacha was hidden 

from him. Hillel who was 

reincarnated as Moshe was 

exceedingly careful not to get angry and with 

that he rectified it.  
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L'Refua Shleima Reuven ben Leyb and Danielle bat Lucie, Rafael ben 

Danielle  
*** 
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Holland was turned into a world power through the influence 
of the Jews. Menashe grew up in this thriving, free Jewish 
community. He became a rabbi, established the first Hebrew 
printing press in Amsterdam and wrote many scholarly 
works. Among his many published writings were works on 
philosophy, faith and mysticism. One of his most popular 
works was Conciliadore, which uses traditional Jewish 
sources to resolve apparent contradictions in Chumash. 
Menashe wrote his sefarim in Hebrew, Portuguese, Spanish 
and Latin. 
5 Maris Ha’ayin, Horiyos 6a.  
6 He was the head of the Jewish community in Syria, Egypt, 
and Eretz Yisrael in the 13th century. When Rabbanim 

demanded that the Rambam's Moreh Nevuchim be banned, 
he battled for his grandfather and as a result the ban was 
withdrawn. He moved to Eretz Yisrael, settling in Akko, but 
when the city was captured, he returned to Cairo, where he 
lived the remainder of his life.   
7 In the sefer Midrash Dovid, in his commentary to Avos 2:7.  
8 Shemos 16:22.  
9 Otzar Hagilgulim, p. 170.  
10 Bamidbar 12:3.  
11 Shabbos 31a.  
12 In his sefer Ach Pri Tevuah, end of Parshas Shemini.  
13 Vayikra Rabba 13:1.  


