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A Word from the Publishers

We are pleased to present Issue 173 of Rebbe Responsa, a
collection of the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s English letters on the self-
evaluation and growth of Elul.

Included in this week's booklet are two previously
unpublished letters.

All Titles, Summaries, and Footnotes were added by the
publisher unless otherwise noted.
* Kk %

To enjoy the full collection of the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s

English letters, we encourage you to download the Rebbe

Responsa app. With over 5,000 letters organized by both topic

and date, the app makes finding the Rebbe’s guidance and
worldview on a vast array of topics simple and accessible.

May the study of these letters hasten the coming of
Moshiach speedily in our days.

The Rebbe Responsa Team
18 Elul, 5786

To receive a free digital copy of Rebbe Responsa every week

Email: Editor@RebbeResponsa.com WhatsApp: chat.rebberesponsa.com
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Honest Growth

The cheshbon-hanefesh of Elul; honest self-evaluation is only possible

through the light of Torah rather than one’s own subjective judgment;

receiving the strength from Above to act on that clarity and grow from
year to year

FREE RENDITION

By the Grace of G-d
Motzoei Shabbos-kodesh
Chai Elul, 5730
Brooklyn, N. Y.
To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere
G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

The month of Elul, terminating the year, is well known' as a period
of Cheshbon-hanefesh — soul searching self-evaluation? — in regard to
the outgoing year, and of preparation for the incoming year — may it
bring goodness and blessing to us and all Israel. Indeed, in order that
the preparation be a proper one, it must be preceded by a spiritual
stock-taking of the past.

Needless to say, it has to be an honest self-evaluation: taking into
account the improper actions, inadequate actions, as well as the
accomplishments.

Coupled with a firm determination to rectify that which requires
rectification; make good the deficiencies — utilizing all capacities and
possibilities;® and to rise, to elevate oneself to a higher level than in the
bygone year, to proceed from strength to strength* in all matters of
goodness and holiness.

Source: Photocopy of the original.

Note: The English renditions of the Rebbe’s Michtavim Klali'im (circular letters
addressed to every Jew) were edited by the Rebbe. The Yiddish version of this
letter (with slight variations) is printed in Likkutei Sichos, vol. 9, p. 457; Igros
Kodesh, vol. 26, letter 9967 (p. 471). The Rebbe’s original Hebrew endnotes are
published at the end of the letter.
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* Kk K

How very necessary it is to make such a self-evaluation at the
transition from one year to the next — is also evident from the fact that
several opportune periods have been set aside for this very purpose, at
the year’s end:

- The month of Elul, as aforementioned;

- The twelve days, from Chai (18th) Elul to Rosh Hashanah, which,
as is known®, correspond to the months of the year, with a view to
rectifying each month;

- Rosh Hashana itself, whose special Mitzvah is the sounding of the
Shofar which, as Our Great Teacher the Rambam?® teaches us, serves
also as a call to a rewakening and spiritual stock-taking;

- The Ten Days of Teshuvah as a whole, and in particular the seven
days’ between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, corresponding to the
seven days of the week: the Sunday of these seven days — to rectify
(correspondingly) all the Sundays of the year; Monday — all the
Mondays, and so on; until the culmination of it is reached on —

- The Holy Day, Yom Kippur.?

* Kk K

As was said above, the spiritual self-evaluation has to be an honest
one — of all that has been done and left undone. However, a human
being cannot be an impartial judge where he himself is concerned, for
where he is personally involved he is too subjective to be infallible in his
self-estimation; the intrusion of his intellect, the feeling of self-love,
create a tendency toward a slanted evaluation.

Moreover, generally the human intellect — which has its limitations,
of course — is not always reliable in judging what is good and what is
the reverse®. Therefore, G-d, the Creator of the world and of man,
knowing the human limitations and difficulties, has given us the Torah,
called Torah-Or — the Torah is Light, to illuminate our way in life. When
a Jew accepts the Torah and Mitzvoth with Kabolas-ol (self-surrender,
without intrusion of his intellect), he becomes unified'® with the Divine
Intellect of Torah Or, and he finds his way illuminated and clear as to
what he has to do, and what not to do.

This is the meaning of the words, G-d is my light, in the beginning
of Psalm 27 which we begin reciting twice daily" from Rosh Chodesh
Elul on.
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However, even when one clearly knows what is good and what is
not good, it is not always easy to actually do the right and proper thing,
and do it to perfection; especially when it requires the overriding of
one’s limited intellect, strong will, and desire. There are, or it appears
that there are®, various difficulties and trials — hence every Jew, even
a Tzaddik®, prays every morning at the beginning of the day: Bring me
not into the hands of temptation (test), etc. Here again G-d comes to the
rescue — if a firm resolve" is made to meet the test.

This is the meaning of ...my rescue — following the words “G-d is my
light” in the abovementioned verse.

The transition from one year to the next is surely not simply a
“calendaric” event: merely adding one more year. The intent and
purpose of it surely is to gain more of the good and the holy, and to rise
to a fuller and higher level®, for continued advancement in Torah and
Mitzvoth, and at a growing pace. For, however satisfactory the position
was before — even in the case of men of great virtue and piety — it is
not good enough, if a person maintains the status quo. It is necessary
to make a real effort to proceed from strength to strength, higher and
ever higher. Here again one must turn to G-d for the needed strength
to make steady progress in the daily life, so that today should be better
than yesterday, and tomorrow should be better than today.

This is the meaning of the words.. G-d is the strength of my life — as
continued in the said verse.

* x K

May G-d grant that, as we come from the illustrious day of Chai
Elul’é, the birthday of the two Great Luminaries, Israel’s greatest in their
generation and in the generations following — namely, the Baal-Shem-
Tov, founder of General Chassidus, and the Alter Rebbe, author of the
Tanya and Shulchan Aruch — who dedicated their lives to strengthen
and deepen the concept and practice of Love of G-d, Love of the Torah,
and Love of Israel, including even a Jew a stranger whom one has never
met, that also towards him should the love of Fellow-Jew (viohavto
Ire’acho) be “as to thyself” (komocho) —

May each one of us, man or woman, do his/her best in the
abovementioned matters, both for personal good and for the good of
others, and in a growing measure. This will surely call and bring forth
G-d’s blessings, in the “measure” of the Holy One blessed be He, Who
rewards in kind”, but in a most generous way®, out of His full, open,
holy and ample Hand.
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To see the fulfilment, in personal experience, of the words, G-d is
my light and my rescue.. the strength of my life, and that all these things
be carried out in affluence, with joy and gladness of heart.

This will also hasten the fulfilment of the Divine promise (as
continued in the said Psalm): “To behold the pleasantness of G-d and
to visit in His Sanctuary.. and I will offer in His Tabernacle sacrifices of
Teruah.

In the Beth Hamikdosh which will be erected by our righteous
Moshiach', upon our true and complete Geulo, speedily indeed.

With esteem and blessing of
Kesivo vachasimo toivo for
A good and sweet year,
Materially and spiritually,

/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson
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By the Grace of G-d
Motzoei Shabbos~kodesh
Chai Elul, 5730
Brooklyn, N. Y.
To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere
G=~d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

The month of Elul, terminating the year, is well knownl as a period of
Cheshbon-hanefesh - soul searching self-evaluation®~ in regard to the outgoing
year, and of preparation for the incoming year - may it bring goodness and
blessing to us and all Israel. Indeed, in order that the preparation be a proper
one, it must be preceeded by a spiritual stock-taking of the past.

Needless to say, it has to be an honest self-evaluation: taking into
account the improper actions, inadequate actions, as well as the accomplishments.

Coupled with a firm determination to rectify that which requires rectifi=
cation; make good the deficiencies - utilizing all capacities and possibilities;
and to rise, to elevate oneself to ihigher level than in the bygone year, to
proceed from strength to strength®™ in all matters of goodness and holiness.

* * *

How very necessary it is to make such a self-evaluation at the transition
from one year to the next - is also evident from the fact that several opportune
periods have been set aside for this very purpose, at the year's end:

- The month of Elul, as aforementioned;

= The,twelve days, from Chai (18th) Elul to Rosh Hashanah, which, as is
known”, correspond to the months of the year, with a view to rectifying each
month;

= Rosh Hashana itself, whose spec'ial Mitzvah is the sounding of the Shofar
which, as Our Great Teacher the Rambam® teaches us, serves also as a call
to a rewakening and spiritual stock-taking;

= The Ten Days of Teshuvah as a whole, and in particular the seven days”
between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, corresponding to the seven days of the
week: the Sunday of these seven days - to rectify (correspondingly) all the Sundays
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2
Vitality is the Key

Self-assessment must be infused with vitality, enabling a person to face
his shortcomings without discouragement and his achievements without
complacency, and to turn both into real growth

FREE RENDITION

By the Grace of G-d

2nd Day of Weekly Portion:

“You! are standing firmly this day,
all of you” (Deut. 29:9)

18 Elul,? 5736. Brooklyn, N. Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere —
G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

The Month of Elul,® as is well known, is the month of honest self-
assessment for the outgoing year, and, at the same time, the month of
preparation for the new year — which is, clearly, also a purpose of the
honest assessment: Not only to try to make good the deficiencies, but
also to know, and to resolve with proper determination, what should be
the daily conduct henceforth, which will make the coming year a good
and sweet year spiritually, hence also a good and sweet year materially.

In the month of Elul itself, the 18th (“Chai”) Elul comes as a special
reminder, with encouragement and exhortation, in the said two
aspects, self-assessment and preparation. Its message is: With this day
begin the last 12 days of the year; hence the selfsearching must now be
more intensive and embrace the months of the year — each day
corresponding to a month,* the start being with Chai Elul. Moreover,

Source: Photocopy of the original.

Note: The English renditions of the Rebbe’s Michtavim Klaliim were edited by
the Rebbe. The Yiddish version of this letter (with slight variations) is printed in
Likkutei Sichos, vol. 14, p. 458; Igros Kodesh, vol. 31, letter 11911 (p. 296). The
Rebbe’s original Hebrew endnotes are published at the end of the letter.
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according to our Rebbes — Nessiim, the day of Chai Elul must infuse
vitality® (“chai’=life) into all details® of the Divine service in the entire
month of Elul and in its two general aspects of assessment and
preparation.

* Kk K

One may wonder what has “vitality” to do with such a thing as an
honest assessment which deals with “hard” facts? But it has, and it is as
follows:

There is the well known instruction’ that, just as one must not forget
one’s shortcomings, in order to rectify them fully, so must one not
forget one’s good qualities, in order to utilize them in the fullest
measure.

In order that this should be accomplished as behooves one — and in
the greatest possible degree® — the assessment must be done with real
vitality.

An honest assessment of one’s shortcomings might sometimes
induce discouragement,® or worse, despair. An honest evaluation of
one’s achievements might lead to complacency’ and to the conclusion
that one has already attained a state of perfection.

However, the sign and effectiveness of vitality is in growth, and

Not the growth of a vegetable, which remains in the same place (and
situation), but of a living creature — moving from place to better place.

And not only changing places, but also growing through personal
change', changing one’s nature, habits and entire being® from good to
better and still better.

This is the true vitality of a Jew, who has been commanded to refine
and change his character attributes.®

The capacity to attain all the above has been given to every Jew, or,
using the quotation in the dateline above, to “all of you,” from “the
heads" of your tribes” to “the hewer of your wood and the drawer of
your water.”

For, the vitality of every Jew derives from, and is bound up with, the
Source of Life, as is written, And® you who are attached to G-d, your
G-d, are all of you living this day — by virtue of your attachment to
G-dliness, the Source of life and vitality, through the Torah, Toras-
Chayim, and the Mitzvos whereby Jews live.!6
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Moreover, it is a matter of common experience that everything
done with vivacity can be achieved with greater success and more
completeness. And — what is no less important — such activity makes
the proper impact on others to be inspired with the same spirit, for the
best influence is a living example.

* Kk K

May G-d grant that everyone, man and woman, take full advantage
of the great opportunity of the last days of the year, and those following,
all the days of the coming year — with true vitality in fullest measure,
as above.

And in the merit of it everyone, in the midst of all our Jewish people,
should be inscribed unto a good and sweet year for good life and for
peace,”

Unto the coming of our Righteous Moshiach, and the fulfilment of
the Divine prophecy: “The strength and glory of the Righteous shall be
uplifted,™ very soon indeed.

With esteem and blessing,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/

13NN DITHIN MNRND W NTNN O (2.82 9”72”70 RN .17 DY RP DPAT 9"Ny NP9 IR (1
IR (3.141°y Y'wR'n MW 'O NN IR (07PN MW1) 1Pt 10am (07N mwa) v’vyan
NMPY.D NP ) TR 9”NY R¥N 977 97PIRNY 179 .K79PN D7 NINIL PR YN0 0y
T2 10”7 INR D (NRYANN HyaY) MY’ D197 .DW N/MRA (NT 1T 191 NTDA 1) N7 IR 1T
(N9M2191 7YR) NHINAY Pama (X 13 MAIND) MIWNA 1A MWD Y3 Y NI193 21 DNT XNY LR
'V’ wMPYA IRAM L1227y 27WR'N MW o (5,179,177 'y )’wn'n mwn o (4.wTin 27
VIP’Y) NWND PIVI NN NTIAY NNNT DTNYN ) DMYYOW (6.1352 7y 'T 770 DV ;79°N) 388
1739 RIN IR (9.8 3D MAIND DRI (8 .37’y DY DPN.RIPN’Y "7 710 719 DR (7.(07521 999N
2195w (MNNRXN) IPYHYN HI IRW (11 .30-1701 Py DILNP 27D Y7270 IRNN IR (10 N
N"OPN 'O Y DTRIAY *NY NNIXY 2N NN M NMINT 212N 7731 2909 INK 19N )0 Mt
RN .(7NN2) 2R XY PTHRNY IR PADINY NAW LK (R ,RY D’NAY) 799121 (0P 'y V'NTRY
1700 )00 72 99 1770 IR (122797 PITIID IR NINR APV INTY PORT NMP 971X vaN
= 7’P-0 0 AN (14928113 °Y 'R 772 TIPY PR 2,00 MTHN RN 179 D7anINY 97N (13
') 2”MY X715 50IPY 77990 17T IR LT ,T DT (15.(FVR’Y) 9”0y DYIN LRDININ IR
D27 D1 NN DMM DPON PYNY (17.(DW N7MR2’NI) DY NNN NR RN N, IR (16099

.172pN YW INaw DN YR DY YW I TN 2 w1 R ,nY D090 (18 079N



Rebbe Responsa | 12
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770 Eastern Parkway
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By the Grace of G=d

2nd Day of Weekly Portion:

"Youl are standing firmly this day,
all of you" (Deut, 29:9)

18 Elul,? 5736, Brooklyn, N. Y.

" To the Sons and Daughters of °
Our People Israel, Everywhere -
G=d bless you alll

Greeting and Blessing:

The Month of Elul, 3 as is well known, is the month of honest self=
assessment for the outgoing year, and, at the same time, the month of
preparation for the new year - which is, clearly, also a purpose of the
honest assessment: Not only to try to make good the deficiencies, but
also to know, and to resolve with proper determination, what should be
the daily conduct henceforth, which will make the coming year a good and
sweet year spiritually, hence also a good and sweet year materially,

In the month of Elul itself, the 18th ("Chai") Elul comes as a special
reminder, with encouragement and exhortation, in the said two aspects,
self-assessment and preparation, Its message is: With this day begin the
last 12 days of the year; hence the selfsearching must now be more intensive
and embrace the months of the year = each day corresponding to a mo:mth,.4
the start being with Chai Elul, Moreover, according to our Rebbes = Nessiim,
the day of Chai Elul must infuse vitality 5 ("chai"=life) into all detalleb ot th
Divine service in the entire month of Elul and in its two general aspects of

assessment and preparation,
LS

One may wonder what has "vitality" to do with such a thing as an
honest assessment which deals with "hapd" facts ? But it has, and it is as
follows: .

There is the well known instruction 4 that, just as one must not forget
one's shortcomings, in order to rectify them fully, so must one not forget
one's good qualities, in order to utilize them in the fullest measure,

In order that this $ould be accomplished as behooves one = and in the
greatest possible degree - the assessment must be done with real vitality,

An honest assessment of one's shortcomings might sometimes induce
discouragement, 9or worse, despair, An honest evaluation of one's achieve-
ments might lead to complacencyll and to the conclusion that one has already

attained a state of perfection,
However, the sign and effectiveness of vitality is in growth, and
Not the growth of a vegetable, which remains in the same place

(and situation), but of a living creature - moving from place to better
place,
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—Newly Released-

3
The King in the Field

The special Divine mercy of Elul, as illustrated by the king in the field
parable; New Year wishes, including the favorable attitude of the
authorities

By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5743
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mr. ...t

Greeting and Blessing:

Now that we have entered the month of Elul, the month which G-d
has designated as a special month of Divine mercy and grace, I trust
you are familiar with the parable by which the Alter Rebbe, Founder of
Chabad, explains the special significance of this month.?

Briefly: When the king rules his kingdom from his palace, his
subjects know it and feel it in various degrees. It is not easy to meet the
king personally when he is in his palace. But there is a time when the
king goes out and meets the people in the field. At such a time, everyone
can go up to the king and present a request to him personally, and the
king receives every person with a smiling face, and fulfills the request.

Such is the month of Elul — a time when the people go out to meet
the King of Kings, HaShem, “in the field,” for He has designated this
month as a month of special Divine grace, mercy and forgiveness. This
is why the month of Elul calls for special efforts in matters of Torah and
Mitzvoth, to learn Torah and to do Mitzvoth with an extra measure of

Source: Photocopy of the original.

! At the time of this letter, the recipient was facing legal proceedings that had
also resulted in the incarceration of a family member.

2 Likkutei Torah, Re'eh, 32a.
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devotion and diligence. And G-d responds with a growing measure of
blessing to each and everyone.

In accordance with Jewish custom, based on the Torah, Toras Emes,
to wish one another a happy new year as from Rosh Chodesh Elul, I
extend to you prayerful wishes for the new year, including a favorable
attitude on the part of the authorities. May G-d grant that it be a good
year in a revealed and evident way, so that, together with your wife, you
should have true joy from all your offspring, and the fulfillment of the
assurance that, “According to the pain is the recompense.”

With blessing,
M. Schneerson
RABBI MENACHEM M, SCHNEERSON RDTRMIO 200N Dmn
Lubavitch RN
770 Easlem
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213 . P RN TI0
Hyacinth 39250 RIS o]
By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5743
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Mr,

Greeting and Blessing:

Now that we have entered the month of Elul, the month which G-d has
designated as a special nPnth of Divine mercy and grace, I trust you are
familiar with the parable’thich the Alter Rebbe, Founder of Chabad, ex-
plains the special significance of this month.

Briefly: When the king rules his kingdom from his palace, his subjects
know it and feel it in various degrees. It is mot easy to meet the
personally when he is in his palace. But there is a time when the king
goes out and meets the people in the field. At such a time, everyone can
20 wp to the king and present a request to him personally, and the king
receives every person with a smiling face, and fulfills the request.

Such is the month of Elul - a time when the pecple go out to meet
the King of Kings, HaShem, "in the field," for He has designated this
month as a month of special Divine prace, mercy and forgiveness. This is
why the month of Elul calls for special efforts in matters of Torsh and
Mitzvoth, to leam Torah and to do Mitzvoth with an extra measure of
devotion and diligence. And G-d responds with a growing measure of bless-
ing to each and everyone.

In accordance with Jewish custom, based on the Torah, Toras Emes, to
wish one another a happy new year as from Rosh Chodesh Elul, I extend to
you prayerful wishes for the new year, including a favorable attitude cn
the part of the authorities. May G-d grant that it be a good year in a
revealed and evident way, so that, together with yaur wife, you should
have true joy from all your offspring, and the fulfillment of the assur-
ance that, “According to the pain is the reccapense.'

with blassmg\,\q ' (6 "{v‘g’d’y ”

3 Avos 5:23.
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—Newly Released-

4
Before Having All the Answers

G-d created man with a natural desire to understand the unknown; why
observance cannot wait until every question is answered; how Naaseh
before Nishmah itself leads to greater understanding

By the Grace of G-d
18th of Marcheshvan, 5731
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Miss ...

Milano, Italy

Blessing and Greeting:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter, in which you ask
several questions of a religious philosophical nature.

Generally, it is difficult to adequately explain such questions in a
letter, since they involve many intricate details. However, it is not really
necessary to discuss them in a letter, inasmuch as you could discuss
them with Rebbetzin Garelik.*

Nevertheless, I would like to make a general observation: The fact
that Chasidus discusses and explains at great length such matters as
G-dliness, the Creation of the world, the destiny of man, etc., etc.,
shows that the Torah knows that these questions are of great interest
to the individual and wants, therefore, to satisfy his natural curiosity
and search for knowledge. Moreover, man has been created as an
intelligent being, and it is only right and proper that he should use his
intelligence to gain better understanding of himself, his Creator, and
the world in which he lives.

Source: Photocopy of the original (this letter was partially published in The
Letter and the Spirit, vol. 2).

4The local Chabad Shluchah.



Rebbe Responsa | 16

Notwithstanding all the above, the Torah has also clearly stated that
the basic approach of a Jew should be that of “Naaseh (first), v’Nishmah
(afterwards).”™ In other words, obedience to, and performance of, the
laws of life laid down by the Creator must not be conditioned upon the
individual's understanding of them. This approach is also
understandable, for in the final analysis, we must realize that human
intelligence is necessarily limited and cannot fully grasp the Divine
intelligence. A simple illustration of this truism can be found in the
obvious fact that a small child cannot understand an intricate scientific
or philosophical system which a great scientist or philosopher has
arrived at after study and research of tens of years. Be it noted that in
this case the difference between the child and the scientist is only a
difference of degree, inasmuch as both are created human beings, and
only age, development and education separate them. Indeed, it is very
possible that the child might one day even surpass the particular
scientist. This is not the case in regard to the difference between the
Creator and a created human being, where the difference is absolute,
and there is no common denominator between them. It is only that the
Creator, in His infinite kindness, wished to reveal some of His wisdom
to mankind, and has consequently given us the Torah and Mitzvoth
through which we can partake, in some measure, of this infinite Divine
wisdom.

It follows from the above that inasmuch as G-d desires the
individual to advance and elevate himself in all matters of Torah and
Kedusha, including also his perception of them by his intellect, it is
clear that as a person grows older and more mature, new and more
intricate questions are bound to arise. If, therefore, a person would only
act after he understood everything intelligently, he would never come
to act at all. One must not expect that he will learn everything today,
and then everything will be clear and understandable to him. The fact
is that the Torah itself has been studied for countless generations, and
it is still being studied, for it is, as mentioned above, infinite, being
derived from the Infinite.

Under these circumstances, it is to be expected that some questions
arising must be left in abeyance, in the expectation that they will (in
part) be resolved tomorrow, when, as is also to be expected, new
questions will arise, and so it will go on. And as it has been in the case
of our great prophets, sages and thinkers, who kept on studying the
Torah and searching for answers, without this in any way detracting

5 Shemos 24:7; Shabbos 88a.
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from their complete surrender to the Will of G-d in their daily life,
knowing that the Torah is true, and that there are true answers and
explanations for all possible human questions, in the Torah — so must
it be with each and every one of us.

[ trust it is unnecessary to elaborate further on the above. I do want
to emphasize, however, the need to strengthen your Bitochon in G-d
and in His help to eventually clear up many of the questions that you
may have. This Bitochon, coupled with your daily conduct in
accordance with the Will of G-d, will surely go a long way towards
broadening your understanding and giving you new insights into all the
questions and problems which you may have. Here too there is a simple
illustration from the physical aspect of life, namely, that when a person
is hungry or undernourished, he must first of all take in food, which will
not only still his hunger, but also help him function better mentally as
well. Likewise with the Neshama, which also functions better when it
gets its daily nourishment in terms of Mitzvoth and Good Deeds.

[ trust that you had an enjoyable and inspiring month of Tishrei, and
that you have taken a goodly measure of inspiration with you for all the
year.

With blessing,

M. Schneerson
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With bmsingwgckﬂ at? ”7”/\
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