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Reb Shimon Epstein®'xr

As the Yartzeit of R' Shimon is this coming Monday 21%% 11", and the 717°m2 7°K is published ynnwi 1019, we thought it
appropriate to share with the 0%, an article that appeared on his fifth Yartzeit in the Yated.

that when he and his friends were
teenagers, they had

bought a sheitel but pushed off
wearing it. She always found

It is already 27 years since R' Shimon
Epstein was unexpectedly taken from us,

yet to his family and those who knew him
his legacy of 0, n72ay and o701 M%)

is alive and well.

R" Shimon was someone who left an
impression on those who were
privileged to know him. One didn't have
to know him personally to know who he
was. Anyone who Davened in Yeshiva
during his lifetime knew of the person
sitting near the n»°2 would say &m° jaK
727 7w loud or take his time to make
sure that his children said [wYTp
properly even though everybody else
had already finished saying it. They
knew that he loved to tell anecdotes that
he personally witnessed about the >w&n
72w, Rav Aaron Kotler and his son Rav
Shneur.

They would see him at his Vy'w mirn q71
each night downstairs in 72w,
obviously worn out from a full day's
work, yet sitting with the X3 to end the
day with the sweet sounds of 7.
For although R' Shimon was a butcher
by trade, his heart remained in the n°a
v, His o»nn 7% that reflected the
ideals of the w71 n*a led his »29, "ox "
“w to remark: "R' Shimon isn't a
butcher. He's an "7 721w who happens to
cut meat for no170."

He had a knack of knowing what to say
to the right person at the right time.
Obviously he didn't have time to
prepare for these moments, yet his
good- natured character shone in these
circumstances. After his 7wy, a
yungerman in Lakewood remarked

R’ Shimon as a Yungerman with
his father, R* Zeidel ZT”L & in
the background, R” Shneur ZT”’L.

their rough moments. They
needed someone who could
relate to them with
understanding and patience.
Long before society became
attuned to "teenagers at risk"
and other such issues, R’
Shimon knew how to talk to
them in a way they could
understand.

At the nyaw, a women from a
traditional background who
purchased meat from Reb
Shimon, but had not covered
her hair, told the family that
he would take time to speak to
her when he would deliver her
meat order. Over the years
she began  deliberating
whether she should start
wearing a sheitel. She finally

herself saying, "Next naw I'll put
iton." The only problem was that
she said it again the next naw and
every naw thereafter. Yet for R’
Shimon's %, she put it on for the
first time, and is still wearing it!
R" Shimon's positive influence
helped her break the ice.

He was always thinking of the

other person. As a certified Rabbi,
he was available to sign marriage
licenses because he was properly
certified to be an officiating
Rabbi. His son related, that when
his father got 150, he was told
by his father Rav Zeidel Epstein
to register as an official Rabbi.
"You never know how you will
be able to help people with such a
certification.” This concept stayed
with him throughout his life. He
was always on the lookout to help
others.

When he was at the
slaughterhouse and the meat of
his competitor was ready for
delivery, he would bring it to him.
When his family asked him why
he would help his competitor, he
replied with his trademark
“Hashem already decided on wxn
mawn how much money I’ll make
this year. I’m going to make that
amount  regardless of my
competition. So why not do
someone a favor?”

He would drill this concept into



his children’s upbringing that there
technically is no such thing as
competition! Just do what Hashem
wants you to do and let Him take
care of the rest.

He lent thousands of dollars over
the years, never asking for
payment. He would say, obviously
the person can’t pay back, when he
has the means to do so, he will.

R’ Shimon would offer drinks to
those who would mow the lawn and
offered the mailman a cup of
coffee. His worker inspired by this
noble gesture, continued this after
his passing.

His house operated with an “open
door policy.” His attitude was, “It’s
not my house, it’s Hashem’s
house,” and lived his life
accordingly. Of course he had the
help of his esteemed Rebbitzen,
who ably assisted him in his any
endeavors, as she continues to do
till this very day. No one hesitated
at all to knock on their door.
Relatives stayed with their families
for months at a time when they had
no place to live for various reasons,
until they could find suitable
quarters. When a child asked if he
would have to give up his bed for a
guest again, he answered “give him
a bed? It’s not your bed. It’s
Hashem’s bed. We just live here!”
When his children teased each other
“get out of my room”, he would tell
them, “It’s not your room- it’s
Hashem’s room.”

Living down the block from the
Yeshiva, his backyard was used as
a shortcut by those going to
Yeshiva. While other neighbors
fenced in their yards, he insisted on
leaving his open. “If it helps
Yeshivaliet get to 270 quicker, why
not let them?” And although he
made sure no extra lights were

running in the house, he
always left the lights on
outside to assist those who
walked through Hashem’s
yard. As a 2w noi, he would
invite the person who taught
him nwnw, R’ Hertz
Kantarovitz who had no
family of his own to go to, to
spend the two months around
noo and m>w in his house.
Although he had a large
family, especially when his
own married children would
move in for 21w av, he was still
an invited guest, for he taught
him the ropes of the business.
Rav Hertz would doze off at
the end of the nmvo before
Bentching, sometimes lasting
a half hour or longer. The
children would get impatient,
yet he would quietly motion
them to wait. Only after R’
Hertz would wake up would
they sing mbyni 2w and
Bentch.

He combined his 7om nanx
with n2% vixi as the pwoo in
7o states. Many o*7on he did
on the quiet. One person
related that his mother would
always receive her meat with
an envelope. To an outsider it
looked like a bill; to the family
it contained much-needed
money. To others he
concealed his o707 as regular
business.  One  customer
approached him before 2w or
with $100. He said that this is
all he has. “Please give me as
much as $100 will buy.”
Realizing  this  person’s
wobbly financial situation, R’
Shimon told him no problem
and proceeded to give him

nearly double the amount of meat.
This continued for years. This
person subsequently moved to
New York. When he ordered $100
meat at a local butcher, he
expected to receive the same
amount that R’  Shimon
customarily gave him. Imagine
his surprise when the butcher gave
him half the amount! He angrily
told the butcher he normally got
more than this from his old
butcher. The butcher insisted that
he’s giving him $100 worth of
meat and showed him that’s what
he gave him. It then dawned on
him the tremendous Ton he
received over the years from R’
Shimon.

He had trying moments in his life.
His business suffered and he had a
host of ailments and other issues
but never despaired. His steadfast
1mv2a kept him going amid all the
troubles he faced on a daily basis.
He longed for mwn’s arrival. At
the time of the first Gulf War, he
started a a3 in his home where he
would sing at mmwo whw, O
1nRn. With tears flowing down his
face, his heartfelt rendering of
these ageless words reflected a
deep yearning for the days of “>nn
1°%2 79Rn.”

Although he was not privileged to
witness  mwn’s  arrival,  his
beautiful legacy lives on through
his wonderful family and all those
who knew him who will hopefully
merit heralding r»w» by following
the example he set for them.
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Riddles of the Week

Every year, we begin our Riddle of the Week series with the following nnTpn.

Is it "nIn for someone who is asked a riddle to try to find out the answer from someone else when he, himself, doesn't know the answer?

In"T* 19 D'VSIY we are told the story of N12aN |lWnNW marrying a Philistine woman. At the wedding, [lwnw asks the thirty assembled
guests a riddle. He tells them that if they get the answer to the riddle within seven days, he will give them thirty sheets and thirty suits of clothing.
If they don't get the answer, however, they must give him thirty sheets and thirty suits. Not knowing the answer, they threaten |lwnw's new wife
and tell her that if she doesn't get the answer out of [lwnw and tell it to them, they will burn her and her father's house. Without telling jlwnw why
she wanted to know the answer, she pleads and cries for seven days until [lwnw tells her the solution. She then tells the information to the thirty
men who repeat it to [IWNW demanding their prize. lwnw pays, but only by killing thirty 'nw79 men, taking their suits and giving the suits to the
wedding guests.

However, he had promised them sheets and suits. Why did he only give them suits? The 7X1212K, as quoted by the n"1a'7n, says that
[lwnw was not sure of the answer to our question and was, therefore, unsure if he owed them the prize. After all, they really didn't know the
answer themselves. They had to resort to threats to get the answer. On the other hand, they did come up with the right answer. Not knowing
whether they could be considered legitimate riddle solvers he decided to only pay half the bet according to the rule of |'771n 7902 70N N -
when money is in doubt each side gets half.

Yet on the other hand, in n>'® wnTN, where it describes the smart children of n"7win', we find the following story.

One time, a man from Atoona came to D*7wIN' and entered a school where the children were learning without their teacher. He started
to ask the students questions and they answered. They then said to the guest, "Let's make a deal. We'll each take turns asking each other riddles.
The first side not to know the answer to the other's riddle will have to give his clothes to the other side." They then said that since he was older, it
was befitting for him to answer first. When the man agreed, they asked him a riddle which he didn't know, and they took his clothes.

He, thereupon, went to their rebbe, [anI' 3, with the complaint that the people of n*7win' welcome their guests by taking their clothing.
Rav Yochanan, seeing what had happened, asked if they had asked him a riddle that he couldn't answer. When he admitted that that's exactly what
had happened, ]3nI* "1 told him the answer which he took back to the na'w' and retrieved his clothes.

It seems from this that ani' " felt it was permitted to tell the man the answer so that he could get back his clothing which he, had he not
found the answer, would have lost "fair and square"?

The 'n W'X |3, in his D"7Y9 21 NIWN, however, is unsure about this point. It is possible that either 1) janI* " felt, as we said, that he was
permitted to tell the man the answer or 2) that the boys behaved improperly with their questions and although they, technically, had won the bet,
he wanted the students to return the clothing anyway to soothe the guest's feelings. Even though they didn't have to, because the answer was
gotten illegally, Rav Yochanan felt sure that his o*1T'n'7n would cooperate.

(This was all heard on a tape of a N1y'w given many years ago by Hagaon Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein X"0'7w of Bnei Brak. In a subsequent
tape, after mentioning the above once again, he added the following.)

Rav Yehuda Tzadkah 7"x1, the na'w* WX of qoI N1 nawy, told the following story. When he was a young boy growing up in n*7win' the
Gerer Rebbe, the 7"¥T NnX MK, came to visit D'7wIN' for the first time. All the D"™IN2 N2'W' came to see the great 21 and he asked all the little
boys some questions. When it was Rav Tzadkah's turn, he was asked by the 'a1 what he was learning and he answered naw niawn. To which he
was asked by the 1, "How many 0'j?19 are there in Nnaw noon?" and he answered, "Twenty-four". Asked the a0, "And why are there twenty-
four?". Rav Tzadkah didn't know. He ran across the streets of D*7win' to where the 7"x¥7 0""nn 9> was learning. The 0NN > told him that naw is
called a N7 and just like a N'72 has jroIw'p T"> — twenty-four ornaments, so, too, does Naw Ndon. Rav Tzadkah ran back to the Gerrer Rebbe and
told him the answer. The 21 then gave Rav Tzadkah two WiN2 as a prize. The WiNA coin at that time was a coin with a hole in the middle. When Rav
Tzadkah brought the coins home to his mother, she tied a string through one of them thereby making a necklace which she placed around her son's
neck. From then on, said Rav Tzadkah, he had much, much more nn'7xn in his learning.

From this story, says Rav Zilberstein, we see that when a riddle or question is asked, the understanding is that the questioner wants the
one asked to work on the answer and as long as an effort is made to get the answer even from another source, the reward is his.

But there is yet another purpose to asking a riddle and that is, to facilitate learning and remembering what one has learned. To prove this,
Rav Zilberstein asks the following riddle from a nw119n XNa.

Riddle:

When is a person required to sell his father?
Answer:

The :0"¥ NIN2' 'Na quotes a XN'M1 that tells of a case where someone can sell and must sell his father. This can happen if a person buys
an Ty and a NnN9w —a slave and slavewoman - who have a son from before, but the son was not included in the sale. If the purchaser of the slaves,
the [ITX, frees the NNow and then marries her, he is required to give her a N2IMd which requires payment to her in case he dies or divorces her. If
the ITX then writes a will to the son, who is not related to him in any way, which gives the son all his property upon his death and then the |ITX
dies, the son inherits all the property which includes the slave, his own father. When the woman requests the payment of the naimd and there is
no other way to pay the debt, the son sells his father to pay for the naIn> to his mother.

The Xna then asks |7 ynwnjp 'xn? What does this XN'"2 teach us? And it answers that this Xn*12 holds that an Tay is considered
|"7070n — a movable item — and that it holds like 7'kn "1 who says that |*7070n is pledged to a naINd and must be sold in order to pay for the
N2aImd. Or, says the X3, the XN holds that an T2y is like land which according to everybody is pledged to the naimnd. (The nd7n is like neither,
an Tay is considered |"70'70n and is not TayvIwn to the naind.)



Asks Rav Zilberstein X"0"7v, if the Xn'2 wanted to teach us that |"70%70n is pledged to the naImd, why didn’t it just say so? Why the

convoluted (but very interesting) case of a son selling his father? We see from this, says Rav Zilberstein, that the X na wishes to say thingsin a
mind-teasing or riddle-like manner so that what is being learned will remain in one’s memory.
After that anTj7n, we would like to state that the purpose of our Riddle of the Week is to trigger some thought-provoking discussions at the
Shabbos table or any other place. As such, we will accept any legitimate answer (sometimes a sole opinion and oftentimes not n>'7a"%) brought
to our attention no matter the source of the information. And we hope that what is discussed will, indeed, be remembered by all those who
participate in these discussions N TXA71 "IN 7' TanY.

AN AT
VT ANNAXYT NANY ANAX NX NIYN K71 IN1IT ANNRK Y2 XN AR DX NIRAY T INAL YT VTAI
ID ANNOY X¥NA INNAL ...1AYN RIRY WK ANIY DX B! 78! DRI DY DT N Y (v DX
N OI' D" NVON....(DYT 7Y D19 YD) LTIV A7 1'D K7 21191 7INRAI AdTY YD )'7R1 1A

NIVYWY, Ni1N was agitated and very broken by the way n119 treated her and by the fact that she was childless.
However, after she received "7v’s nd12, she calmed down and no longer had a face of anger. There are many words used
here that seem to have a much deeper explanation. Here is the 1910 bnnin 77nn!

The xna tells us that when a person is I'NITA 7V 1'ayn, they are ANiM on NI71Y that were done to them, |N'avn
(-t 0") ryws 7 v 17. They are NdoIT to o'win M ninn! They are treating others, with more than they deserve; n'mw
too, will deal with them, more than they deserve!

There are occasions when one does not have to be I'nITn 2y 1'ayn, and maybe they shouldn’t be 'nim 7y 21ayn,
for example the person is a ywn and is deliberately causing them pain! We see from the 109 of 'mNaT 'QVdI 'n'w 2 D
nan Ty, that nan felt that N1'19 was a ywn and was deliberately causing her pain and therefore, N1'19 was not deserved of
getting a pass of 'l 7y 1'avn. nan did not know that N119’s intentions were n'nw Dw?! But Nan realized that even
though she was entitled to not let it go, she wouldn’t be N2IT to get a nann of Xn"y7 7w Y11 as she was not being YnIM!
Therefore, when she asked 'T for a child, she said nixax "1 which the ni>12 'na teaches us, that nIn was wTNn a new N,
that since "T has so many nIxay, it would be befitting for "1 to give her a child! This nayv, says the 1910 NN, is a type of
ML said in |'T N'a, which means, that nan felt that she should get the child through |"Th N, without NN, Not as a
NINn, as she isn’t being n'niTn 72v 1'ayn! But she felt that in her case, she should NOT be n'nim 2y Yavn!

Nl 7Y v, and Y2y told her, | think you're going about this the wrong way! ni7w% %! Go back to your family,
and start a new nanin with N119, even though she is mistreating you! The reason is because N119 is really being |'1>Nn
nmw nwY!! Therefore, you should be Y\NT'n 2V 1'ayn, and then, Inyn N7RY YUK 1N7W DX N 70 727280 Instead of
coming with a nayo that you should get a child |*Tn n, it will be much easier if you are JnT'n 7V 7'avn and get the child
as aninn!

She accepted the "om of *72v, TIv N7 I'n X7 n191! The VT 7w D19, was now gone as she was being ' 7y 1'avn
and she was ndIT to |INn!

NaI' 1220 says, that being I'NITN 2y 'ayn is a shortcut to get D'y 'mn1! We can get so much more, even more
than we deserve, all by being 7nin, by being Aniin from the people that hurt us! We should all be n21T to a nn'nni N2>
naio!

RIDDLE OF THE WEEK
When should we be concerned about the last time the |Tn in our Shul took a haircut?

PARSHA MYSTERY
277003077 AN VAW ORXIN RPIT X7 RPN’ oy a0

ANSWER
'NIORT A RIPI MIDWDT DWW 2" UMY SREINA MDD 2P0 NIXN TN VAP 72-NDI0T A2 A0 naw 7w (M R"2) RIpT Ravn '
M0 PP 7T9Y DPAW 27 ARIANT TWYN NATIPT TIWAY A0P0aT 700 QAR ,I0RY T PR AT ROW A0MWY ARIANT DX PPO0NY
17707 DR 7R7PR AR NIORY X'RY 0729w 73wn 710 ARI2NAW 7INT AN0aTY AR 2PN MDA PRIMPY 712 Yapta

If you have any comments or answers to the riddles or the 710 727, please fax them to 732-363-4947 or email me at ichudbchidud@gmail.com.
If you would like the English 7712 7°x emailed to you at no charge, please send us a request at ichudbchidud@gmail.com !!

Riddles of the week & the answers are written by R’ Michoel Levi of Bais Yaakov D’Rav Meir


mailto:ichudbchidud@gmail.com
mailto:ichudbchidud@gmail.com



