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Carry out the procedure of the Red Heifer
The Red Heifer
Positive Commandment 113
 
The 113th mitzvah is that we are commanded to prepare the red heifer1 to have it ready for the procedure of purifying those who are tameh 
as a result of tumas meis.2

The source of this commandment is G‑d's statement3 (exalted be He), "[A ritually clean person shall gather up the cow's ashes and...] it shall 
be a keepsake for the congregation of the Jewish people."

The details of this mitzvah are found in the tractate devoted to this subject, tractate Parah

FOOTNOTES 
1.  To slaughter it, burn it, gather the ashes, etc.
2.  See P107.
3.  Num. 19:9.

Carry out the laws of impurity of the dead
Ritual Impurity Contracted through Contact with a Corpse
Positive Commandment 107
 
The 107th mitzvah1 is that we are commanded regarding the tumah conveyed by a dead body.2 This mitzvah includes all the laws relating 
to tumas meis.3
 
FOOTNOTES 
1.  In the order given here, following the order of Mishneh Torah, P107 is the first of the commandments dealing with tumah and taharah 
(ritual purity and impurity). In the order of Sefer HaMitzvos, however, P96 is the first of these mitzvos, and there the Rambam gives a 
general introduction to all these mitzvos.
2.  Num. 19:11ff.
3.  Such as which parts of the body convey tumah, how it is conveyed, etc. See Hilchos Tumas Meis.

Carry out the laws of the sprinkling water
The Purifying Waters of the Red Heifer
Positive Commandment 108
 
The 108th mitzvah is that we are commanded to follow the laws regarding mei niddah:1 that in some cases it will make [something which 
was previously tameh] tahor, and in other cases make [something which was previously tahor] tameh, as explained in the section dealing 
with this mitzvah.2

You should be aware that the 13 forms of tumah listed above3 — namely, neveilah, sheratzim, foods, niddah, a woman who has given 
birth, a leprous person, a leprous garment, a leprous house, zav, zavah, semen, a deadly body, and mei niddah — as well as the purification 
procedure for each, are all explicitly stated in Scripture. Each mitzvah contains numerous verses, laws and conditions, as written in the 
Torah portions Vay'hi BaYom HaShemini,4 Ishah Ki Tazriah,5 Zos Tihiyeh,6 and Vayik'chu Eilechah Parah Adumah.7 These four Torah 
portions contain all the verses which speak of the forms of tumah.

However, the laws governing these forms of tumah in general, and the details regarding each one in particular are all found in Seder 
Taharos. Some categories are covered in particular tractates, such as tractate Taharos, Machshirim and Uktzin. These three tractates deal 
solely with, and were written to explain the tumah of foods. Any mention of other forms of tumah is incidental. Tractate Niddah includes 
the laws of tumas niddah, zavah, and a woman who has given birth. Tractate Kerisus also contains some laws of a woman who has given 
birth. Tractate Negaim contains the laws of leprous people, garments and houses. Tractate Zavim contains the laws regarding a zav, zavah 
and semen. Tractate Ohalos contains the laws of tumas meis. Tractate Parah contains the laws of mei niddah — when it conveys tumah and 
when taharah.

The tumah of neveilah and sheretz, however, are not limited to any particular tractates. Their laws are scattered throughout this Seder [i.e. 
Taharos], mostly and primarily in Keilim and Taharos. Tractate Ediyos also deals with many questions of this sort.

We have already written a commentary on this entire Sefer, i.e. Taharos,8 that makes it unnecessary to consult any other book for anything 
related to tumah and taharah

FOOTNOTES 
1.  Well water which has the ashes of the red heifer mixed in. See P113.
2.  See Hilchos Parah Adumah, Ch. 15. In general, when sprinkled on a person who is tameh, it will make him tahor. If the person was 
tahor, and the water was not yet used, it will make him tameh.
3.  In the order of Sefer HaMitzvos, this mitzvah is the last among the forms of tumah (P96 — P108). In general, the Rambam writes by each 
mitzvah where in the Mishneh or Gemara it is discussed. Here, the Rambam lists the sources for all 13 mitzvos together.
4.  Lev. 11.
5.  Ibid., 12-13.
6.  Ibid., 14-15.
7.  Num. 19.
8.  I.e. the Rambam's commentary to the Mishneh.


