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I would like to comment on several
halachos presented by Rav Moshe Boruch
Kaufman in Aleh Derech (Parashas Eikev).

1. “Interestingly, the poskim say that one should wash
his hands prior to davening at a kever as well (see Mishnah
Berurah 4:42).”

The Mishnah Berurah, as well as the Aruch Hashulchan
and Gesher Hachaim, records this halachah, citing the Magen
Avraham, who attributes it to Shut Maharil (siman 23). However,
the annotated edition of Shut Maharil published by Machon
Yerushalayim notes that the correct text is 0’21y n’an o°xan, not
0°nY1w n°2% okan. The editors point out that this reading appears
in all known editions of the Maharil, unlike the version quoted
by the Magen Avraham. Rav Sroya Deblitsky likewise notes this
in his comments to Pnei Baruch (p. 496). Similarly, the gaon Rav
Baruch Frankel, in his glosses to the Shulchan Aruch questions
the rationale for washing before entering a cemetery. In addition,
Kol Bo on Yahrtzeit (Rav Levine, Vol. 1, p. 262) notes that the
prevailing custom today is not to wash beforehand.

2. “The custom is not to pass the cup from person to person,
but rather to place it on the ground and let the next person

continued frompage 6  During the two winter months of
December and January, this zeman could be as late as 7:25 a.m.
in New York and New Jersey. One option would be to begin
Shacharis close to that time and put on tallis and tefillin after
Pesukei D’zimrah, at Yishtabach. Alternatively, one could travel
before dawn, at around 7:00 a.m., arrive at a destination near
work, and daven there afterward.

Although many are careful not to daven
Shemonei Esrei before sunrise, earlier poskim
note that doing so was common practice in cases
of tircha d’tzibura (see Pri Megadim O.C. 494). Pri
Chodosh and Rav Moshe Feinstein (ibid.) also
hold that once the eastern sky begins to brighten,
one may daven Shacharis.

Western Rav Dovid Heber explained to me that
Cities the primary concern is not New York
and New Jersey, which are located toward the
eastern portion of their time zone, but cities
farther west within the same time zone. In cities
such as Cleveland, Cincinnati and Detroit, where
sunrise would be close to or even after 9:00 a.m.,
Shacharis would have to begin after 8:00 a.m.
One wonders why Michigan and Ohio would not simply
remain on standard time in the winter, or, better yet, stay on
Central Time, the neighboring time zone. Rav Heber also points
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Rav Aharon Walkin zt"l Hy"d

pick it up themselves.”

Rav Feivel Cohen (Badei Hashulchan 376:43) notes that a
careful reading of the earlier poskim indicates that this practice
applies only after someone has already washed from the cup.
One should not receive the cup directly from someone who has
used it for netilas yadayim, but there is no indication that it may
not be passed from one person to another before anyone has
washed from it.

3. “Another custom has developed not to dry the hands. It
is unclear what the source of that custom is.”

The wording “has developed” and “it is unclear what the source
is” may inadvertently give the impression that this practice lacks
an established basis. In fact, the custom is recorded in Ma'aneh
Lashon, printed more than four hundred years ago, where it is
described as the practice in Yerushalayim. It was subsequently
cited by numerous poskim, including Lechem Hapanim, Beis
Lechem Yehudah, Ma'avar Yabbok, and the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,
among others. Yalkut Minhagim likewise records that this
remains the accepted custom in Yerushalayim today. [For various
leniencies regarding this practice, see Vayar Menuchah (p. 151).]

ﬁz/yeé Ledd /0//21/(&5% %ﬁ«féﬁ/ddw;ﬂ

out that travelers who are currently able to daven before an early
flight, typically around 6:00 a.m., would no longer be able to do
so.

Benefits Despite the serious concerns surrounding Shacharis,
of DST  permanent DST would offer significant benefits in
other areas. Throughout the winter, sof zeman Krias Shema would
almost always be after 10:00 a.m. while sof zeman
tefillah would be after 11:00 a.m., making it easier
for the late risers to make the zeman, particularly
on Shabbos.

Additionally, the challenge of a short Erev
Shabbos with hadlakas neiros as early as 4:10 p.m.,
would be eased considerably, with candle lighting
instead at 5:10 p.m. in New York and New Jersey,
or even later elsewhere. Although the mornings
would sometimes be dark, people would be able
to return home in the afternoon before nightfall,
with the earliest shekiah at approximately 5:30
p-m. in New York and New Jersey.

Many would also benefit from having an extra
hour each day in which to daven Minchah. On
Shabbos afternoon, that extra hour will give
people time to breathe. During the week of Chanukah, lighting
b’zeman will fall around 6:00-6:30 p.m., making the rush-hour
schedule much more manageable.

WNT 270 ,APTRA DY POIDY Nnn At e X7 J33%
NYTa N1 .°19n% My 0719 AR 1RY 1% ,717°D32 RINW 7D YV qR NpTX
LPTX WM XIT O1WA K10 1Y7 YA 1N1WI 17100 T°0DAY 1nT,R7 10

n19°02 K11 YR ,NINTR R°1 7229 Y717 XY ORTIT,A7A00 DY T2 177 w2 10 OR1
ROW K11 N1INTR 710 YW 710707, ¥19PN XY1 yARN XY T 110°RD Hw 0w
2°WN KXY 12% Y112 ApTX IN1IAT R7A0 NYT 000 .0pTR0 1A Y D0ovnh



A Timely Discussion II-
Permanent DST
Rav Moshe Boruch Kaufman, Machon Aleh Zayis

In last year’s article, “A Timely Discussion”

(Vayigash 5785), I discussed the pros and cons of
keeping standard time (“winter time”) year-round. At that time,
the current administration supported making this change. The
obvious drawback would be the very early zeman Krias Shema
and tefillah during the summer months. With sof zeman Krias
Shema (Gra) falling before 8:30 a.m. for three months of the
year, many people would unfortunately miss the zeman.

Now, only a year later, the same administration is supporting
the opposite extreme: permanent Daylight Saving Time
(“summer time”), as proposed in the Sunshine Protection Act.
This article will focus on the ramifications of such a change.

When this proposal was advanced in the spring of
1971, Rav Moshe Feinstein wrote a teshuvah to Rav
Moshe Sherer explaining that it would amount to a gezeirah
against tefillah b’tzibur. Although year-round DST was
implemented for one year in 1974, it was quickly abandoned,
and the current system of changing the clocks was restored.
This system has remained in place for the past half century,
albeit with several adjustments that have extended DST to nearly
twice the length of standard time. Now, however, frustration
over the twice-yearly clock change has once again brought the
issue to the attention of lawmakers.

Permanent DST was already used during

World War II, when it was referred to as
“wartime.” When it was introduced again in 1974, many teshuvos
(Igros Moshe, O.C., Vol. 4, nos. 6-7; Vayaan Yosef, Vol. 1 no. 48; Pri
Yeshurun, Rav Gedalya Felder, p. 490) were written addressing
the zemanim of alos and misheyakir for tallis and tefillin. Rav
Henkin, in his luach, relied on a more lenient zeman of one hour
before sunrise.

An interesting teshuvah written during World War II (Kislev
5701) appears in Zkan Aharon (Vol. 1, Appendix 1). Rav Aharon
Walkin of Pinsk responds to Rav Shmuel Meir Hakohein
Hollander, Rav of Czernowitz, regarding those who needed
to begin work at 7:00 a.m. during the war. He addresses the
possibility of putting on tallis and tefillin before misheyakir and
dismisses it outright.

Although permanent DST will require
adjustments to daily schedules and present
certain challenges, perhaps its impact today would not be as

Practical
Halachos
Techum
Shabbos

severe as it was in the past. Work schedules have become far
more flexible, particularly over the last decade. Many people can
start work at 10:00 a.m. and finish at 6:00 p.m., while others
may be able to work remotely or from home during these two

months. Additionally, far more

minyanim are available near

workplaces today than there were half a century ago.

Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 89:8) paskens that in

extenuating cir

cumstances, such as when one

needs to travel or go to work, one may daven as early as alos
hashachar. However, tallis, tefillin and Shema must wait until
misheyakir, which is approximately 50-55 minutes before

sunrise.
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