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בר תורהד  
 וילבש אתו בגדי שש וישם רביד הזהב על צוארו...בראשית מ"א מ"ב 
What was  פרעה’s true intention when he gave יוסף a  רביד הזהב? 

ש"יר  says דבר חשיבות הוא במצרים as there was a special חשיבות for these בגדי שש as it’s listed among the 5 things that פרעה ordered 
 If so, linen must have been cheap .פשתן as it grows נילוס there says it’s the רש"י & שם האחד פישון says פסוק the ,בעלי התוס' to do! Fregt der יוסף
in מצרים so why was it so תוס' ?חשוב answers that the cheap grade of linen was affordable, but the fine grade which פרעה gave יוסף was a   דבר
 From all this it seems clear !בד מין ממיני פשתים, ימצא במצרים לבדו, רק הוא לבן ואינו צבוע...וידוע עד היום -שש says פ' תרומה in אבן עזרא The !חשוב
that only high-ranking officers were allowed to wear this. The ס' דבק טוב writes that since the נילוס was an ע"ז there & the פשתים grew from it, 
 !it was off limits for plain people ,ממילא

The :גמ' מועד קטן כ"ז writes,   בראשונה היתה הוצאת המת קשה לקרוביו (תכריכים טובים)...עד שבא רבן גמליאל ונהג קלות ראש בעצמו ויצא בכלי
 both Pasken רמב"ם & שו"ע The .פשתן, ונהגו העם אחריו לצאת בכלי פשתן. אמר רב פפא, והאידנא נהוג עלמא אפ' בצרדא בר זוזא (קנבוס הנקנה בזוז)
that even the נשיא gets buried in white linen! Even the thread that they’re sewn with has to be linen! (See לבוש that says שו"ע agrees it has to 
be linen). The פתחי תשובה there brings a ילקוט ראובני פ' מקץ אות כ"ג (his מקור is a מהרמ"ק בסדר עבודת יום כיפור מעין ד' נהר נ"ב) that this ענין of 
burying in white linen is a  סוד, even for those in חוץ לארץ, as it causes every קטיגור to turn into a סניגור! This works only if there are no other 
materials or threads involved! Even someone who is plagued with his little children dying can protect future children by dressing them in pure 
white linen only! (See פ' שלח-ס' צמח מנחם ) 

But if one looks up the ילקוט ראובני, he will see that he writes there that פרעה was משיג with his חכמה this great סגולה & therefore donned 
only white linen clothing with no other fibers & this protected him from all the כישוף in מצרים! That is how he showed everyone he was a Getchka 
as no one could do any magic on him! יוסף too was  משיג this  סגולה with רוח הקודש & knew it protected from all פרעה .כישוף, עין הרע & רוח רעה 
had to dress יוסף like all שרים in white linen but he gave him a golden necklace & that would void the protection! יוסף played his part so  פרעה 
shouldn’t catch on that יוסף knows this סוד too & as soon as וסףי  was out of פרעה’s sight, he removed the רביד הזהב from his neck & only wore 
it for official functions where פרעה would see him!  

The ילקוט ראובני adds that ודע! There is no person in more danger in this world than the כהן גדול on יום הכיפורים when he entered the 
 wear only כהן גדול that the עצה טובה gave an הקב"ה ,In order to protect him .מלאך where no one was allowed to enter, even a קודש הקדשים
white linen clothing when he entered! This will cause the קטיגור to become a סניגור! (See אהבת יהונתן on הפטרת פ' שלח that רחב hid כלב in the 
 !(for this פשתי העץ

My great grandfather, זצ"ל  ר' יצחק אריה עפשטיין  lived in Skiddel, a פלך of Grodna, Lithuania, & had 9 children that were נפטר, one after 
the other (besides his oldest girl). He travelled with my Elteh Bubbe, Chasha Yehudis, to Slonim to the Gaon ר' מרדכי וויצל זצ"ל known as   ר' מאטל
 to work. 1) They can name him at the ברכה He gave them 3 rules for the !אריכות ימים who Bentched them with a son who should have ,סלונימר
 He may not leave the house until he is six! 3) He must always be dressed in white pure linen clothing (2 ,זיידל any name but must call him ברית
until he is six! הקב"ה heard their ר' זיידל & תפילות was born ערב ראש  חודש  תמוז תרס"ח & was נפטר on כ"א אלול תשס"ז, in his 100th year! May 
he be a מליץ יושר for us all! תנצב"ה. 

 פרשת  מקץ  ON חידות
These חידות are intended only for people who feel they know  'מקץפ  in their sleep so they have no need to learn it again! 

1. Why was יוסף punished exactly 2 years? Why isn’t the 2 words 2 כנגד months or 2 days? 
 ?can give himself a haircut, but where did he get a fresh pair of clothing יוסף .ויגלח ויחלף שמלותיו .2
3. From where in פ' מקץ do we see that כל האומר דבר בשם אומרו מביא גאולה לעולם is even by a גוי? 
4. In what way were יוסף’s words  מדוקדק according to a הלכה in  הל' פסח? 
5. What two documents did יוסף sign in this week’s פרשה? 
6. Which נקודה in our vowel system is named from this פרשה? 
7. Which 5  גזירות are attributed to יוסף in פ' מקץ? 
8. Which נס occurred in פ' מקץ   that defied the טבע of the formula of ‘1100 ft. per second’? 
9. Which  הלכה in קיןיהלכות נז  is מרומז in  פ' מקץ? 
10. By how many different descriptive titles is  יוסף described (or called) in  פרשת מקץ?  What are they? (מר' גבריאל טיקוצקי) 

ANSWERS 
1. The פסוק says ויהי מקץ שנתים ימים, it was at the end of two years. However, the כלי יקר is bothered why it says both ימים & שנתים? He says 

that when יוסף said כי אם זכרתני & והזכרתני, it was נגזר on him additional jail time. A double ולא זכר שר המשקים את יוסף & וישכחהו ,שכחה. The 
words אם זכרתני is a תנאי, if he will remember, then there’s hope. But if he forgets, all is lost, I’ll be here forever! So when he said that, a 
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קול בת  came out & said  תשכח  !תשכח is אם זכרתני & 728 בגימטריא is 728! A solar year is 365 days so 2 solar years is 730 days! But the גזירה 
was 728 ,תשכח days! But שנתים ימים indicates complete years, to the day. The והזכרתני & והוצאתני caused the extra two days to total 730 
days. 

2. The  (מ"א י"ד) מדרש שכל טוב says that the barber was the שר המשקים. But the תוס' השלם & the מושב זקנים both say that יוסף cut his own hair. 
This is Shver as the מדרש שכל טוב בראשית ל' כ"א says that it was פסח or the ילקוט שמעוני תהלים תתל"א says it occurred on ראש השנה, so how 
could יוסף cut his hair on יו"ט if he was  שומר שבת ויו"ט? The מושב זקנים answers that it was פיקוח נפש as the מלך ordered him to do it! The 
והמצַ  was יוסף  says, that חתם סופר  a  גוי to give him a haircut! He did this ע"פ the יו"ד קצ"ח ש"ך  in the נקודות הכסף that במקום מצוה it is מותר to 
tell a  גוי to do a  מלאכה for you on שבת. Since there is a מצוה of יוסף ,כבוד מלכות was allowed to tell a גוי to give him a haircut! This works well 
with the  שר המשקים clipping his hair. The Rogochover says, true יוסף was pulled out of jail on ראש השנה, but he was מעבר חודש אלול & now 
it was ערב ראש השנה & haircuts are מותר!     But what about his clothing? The ש"ך עה"ת writes that since it says שמלותיו, it had to be his 
own clothing. But if all he had was his shirt on his back, how did he change? Enfert der  יוסף ,ש"ך wanted to show one & all the Greatness of 
 and he removed his undershirt which he wore on his skin for 12 years & put it ON his חסידיו ועושי רצונו with his חסד how He does ,הקב"ה
shirt! Everyone saw how it wasn’t dirty & it wasn’t smelly from sweat! אדרבה, it had a very pleasant aroma & it was proper for entry to the 
king’s presence! That was how he changed his cloths! ועליו הכתוב אומר, וריח שלמותיך כריח השדה! 

3. The חתם סופר says on the  פסוק of פרעה ,ואני שמעתי עליך לאמר didn’t say it  בשם the שר המשקים! This caused גלות to come to the world instead 
of גאולה! The Velt says that the מקור to this is אל תגזול דל & a בן נח is מוזהר on ר' חיים קניבסקי שליט"א !גזל says that they are also מצווה on חסד 
& saying בשם אומרו is חסד! His ראיה is that עשו was עובר ה' עבירות & one of them was בא על נערה המאורסה which a בן נח is not מוזהר on!   'תוס
 were אנשי סדום on decency & in fact the מצווה We see that they were !בכורה  like the selling of the מ"מ מכוער הדבר says that ב"ב ט"ז: ד"ה בא
  !'חסד'  on עובר for being נענש

4. The פסוק says רש"י & וישבו לפניו הבכר כבכרתו והצעיר כצערתו explains, יוסף hit his cup & said,   ראובן שמעון לוי יהודה  יששכר זבולון בני אם אחת,  הסבו
 by ישב & בני לאה by the הסבו change his command from יוסף Why did !כסדר הזה, ...וכיון שהגיע לבנימין, אמר זה אין לו אם ואני אין לי אם,  ישב  אצלי
ס' תע"באוה"ח   ה'  in שו"ע  The ?בנימין  says that even though one must be מסיב by the סדר, but if he is eating with his רבי, then he refrains from 
מחוייב but if they are eating on different tables, then they are ,רמ"א But that is only if they are eating on the same table, says the !הסיבה
 ,set up the brothers יוסף  in front of a king! When מסיב to be דרך כבוד  applies to a subject in front of their king, it is not הלכה  This same !בהסיבה
he put the בני לאה on a different table, they therefore were allowed to be בנימין .מסיב was eating at the king’s table, therefore בנימין couldn’t 
be מסיב, just ישב! When someone asked מורינו הגאון ר' משה פיינשטיין זצ"ל why יוסף changed his words, he immediately answered, ע"פ הרמ"א! 

אירוסין שטר his יעקב he showed ,בני הם אשר נתן לי אלקים בזה the words יעקב told יוסף that when פ' ויחי (מ"ח ט') tells us in רש"י .5  .שטר כתובה & 
The חתם סופר explains that the לשון in the שטר was צפנת פענח קידש אסנת! It did not mention the name יוסף! That was the meaning of 'בזה' 
as in מצרים, this is what I’m called! The question is where did יוסף find 2 עדים כשרים to sign on the שטרות? The answer is that he wrote it 
with his own handwriting & signed it himself whereby 2 עדים are not needed! 

6. The ס' התשבי ערך קמץ writes, we call a miser, a קמצן, from the לשון of אסיפה & קיבוץ. The רד"ק explains the word לקמצים to mean ‘gather’. 
That is what a miser does his entire life, he gathers! Therefore, the finger before the pinky is called קמיצה from the פסוק of מלא קומצו! And 
this is why the ָ  קמץ is pronounced while gathering the lips together while the ַ  פתח is to open them up! 

 When .ברית מילה s food must have a’יוסף that everyone who wanted to eat (1 גוזר was יוסף that אשר יאמר לכם תעשו of פסוק brings on the רש"י .7
they complained to פרעה, he told them why didn’t you save your own food? They answered, we did but it got rotten! פרעה then told them, 
if so, you better comply as just like יוסף was 2 גוזר) on the food to rot, he can also be גוזר on us to die! (This was just attributed to יוסף but 
really הקב"ה did it without any גזירה of יוסף)! The 'מדרש רבה פצ"א ג says that יוסף made another 3 3 !גזירות) No עבד may enter 4 !מצרים) No 
person may enter with 2 donkeys. 5) All visitors must sign in their & their father’s & their grandfather’s names. This was all done in order to 
force the שבטים to come themselves & not their בנימין & עבדים would have to come too as no one was allowed 2 donkeys to take out food! 

8. Sound travels through air at 1100 feet per second. The furthest a sound can be heard is 10 פרסה! (See משנה in תמיד פ"ג מ"ח). Yet the   מדרש
 was arrested, he got mad & began to scream. This sound travelled בנימין s palace when’יוסף came back to יהודה says that when בר"ר פצ"ג ז'
 This caused all the !יהודה to do a duet with קפיצת הדרך who was hard of hearing heard the sound & jumped with חושים בן דן & פרסה 400
 on גוזר was פרעה ,Therefore !פיתום ורעמסס ,says that this screaming caused two cities to topple ילקוט שמעוני s teeth to fall out! The’מצריים
the Yidden to rebuild them! 

9. The   'ב"קגמ  tells us that צרורות is a תולדה of רגל & if one’s animal walks & pebbles shoot out from under its feet & it does damage in היחיד רשות , 
then one is only חייב on this damage חצי נזק! This is a הלכה למשה מסיני! The ס' ברכת איש brings from a תלמיד of his in ישיבה of Staten Island 
by the name of ר' אברהם ישעיהו ריימאן a fabulous רמז to this הלכה from this week’s פרשה. The פסוק says וייראו   ויראו את צררות כספיהם המה ואביהם
ואביהם, !חצי נזק which also equals 265 בגימטריא is כספיהם המה ?צרורות of הלכה  What is the .(בראשית מ"ב ל"ה)  the father of צרורות is  רגל 
as צרורות is a תולדה of רגל which is 233 בגימטריא, the same as וייראו! 

10. 13 titles!  !  שליט, נבון, חכם, איש אשר רוח אלוקים בו, ,פנת פענח, משביר, אדון, אדוני הארץ, אישצאברך, נער, עברי, עבד, 
 

BE A PARTNER WITH THE   בחידוד  איחוד  
If you have any comments or answers to the חידות or the דבר תורה, please email me at ichudbchidud@gmail.com.  

If you would like the English or Hebrew איחוד בחידוד emailed to you at no charge, please send us a request at ichudbchidud@gmail.com !! 
 If you have a great חידה on a future פרשה, you may submit it with the answer & we will try to include it in the paper. 
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